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SIR HENRY CLINTON's 
NARRATIVE. 
S 1M 

V OU have rouſed the publfe attention 
to an affair, that your bittereſt enemy 
would not have been ſo impolitically cruel as 
to handle. The unfortunate flue of the 
campaign in 1781, was ſinking into oblivion, 
The wound it gave your Sovereign, and your 
Country, was almoſt cloſed by the lenient 
hand of Time. With raſh hand you have 
torn it aſunder. Your Narrative challenges 
oPINION—and you cannot count it obtruſion 


that you meet it. 
A Your 


C43 

Your tale, though by no means clear, 
poſſeſſes at leaſt one of the characteriſtics of 
truth. Ir is fimplicity itſelf. I cannot, 
therefore, ſuſpect deceit in your obſcurity, 
nor think, that when you are confuſed, you 
intend to be unintelligible, and thus practiſe 
on paper, a piece of generalſhip, ſometimes / 
ſucceſsful in the field, where green and rot- 
ten materials are heaped together, and ſet 
on fire, that their ſmoke may favour an 
eſcape, when battle would be imprudent. 

_ * Having paid this tribute to your candour, 
Sir Henry, you will be the leſs pained at the 
| liberty I ſhall take, of arranging the matter 
of your Narrative in ſuch diſtin& order 
that the dulleſt capacity ſhall be able to com- 
prehend it ; eſpecially, as my motive for this 
arrangement is, to fave you from the anxiety 
of miſrepreſentation, which you have al- 
ready, it ſeems, fo grievouſly experienced, 15 
through the want of that neceſſary precau- 
tion in the communication of your thoughts. 

Upon a patient and accurate peruſal of 
your pamphlet, I find, that although you 
confeſs ** truth compels you to impute our 
| mis- 


5 © 5 J 
misfortunes, ANG; to the want of a cox 
vering fleet, yet, ſtill you would give the 
world to underſtand, that the meaſure, 
which led to thoſe misfortunes, was taken 
by Lord Cornwallis, ** not only without your 
approbation, but even contrary to your *viſhes and 
intentions *. And this heavy charge you 
allow yourſelf to make, without, at the ſame 
time, ſubmitting to the public conſideration 
letters written by his Lordſhip, accounting 
for his conduct on the occaſion you allude to. 
But, ſuſpicious as this omiſſion is, it does 
not induce me to retract my opinion of your 
candour. The man who complains of the 
publication of Lord Cornwallis's letter of the 
2nd of December, 1781, unaccompanied by its 
anſtwer +; cannot, ſurely, through deſign, 
adopt the very ſame mode, he is himſelf ſo 
earneſt in reprobating. In oppoſition, how- 
ever, to this imputation on his Lordſhip, 
impartiality obliges me to produce extracts of 
the letters of that nobleman, whom thug 
(doubileſs through inadvertence) you would 


p. 8. of the Narrative, ; + Ibid. p. 5. ; 
A 2 have 


660 

have wronged, by neglecting to couple his 
juſtification with your charge. In one of 
them, written to yourſelf, on the roth, and 
received on the 22d, of April, 1781, it ap- 
pears, that you had, ſo late as that period, 
left his Lordſhip in the dark, as to your intended 
operations of the ſummer *. In this ſtate of un- 
certainty he remained at Wilmington, till 
the 24th of the ſame month; when, receiv- 
ing intelligence of General Greene's march 
into South Carolina, and apprehenſive, on 


| Extract of a Letter from E al Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, 
dated Camp before Wilmington, 1oth April, 1781. 


6 I am very anxious to receive your Excellency's 
commands, being as yet totally in the dark as to the in- 
tended operations of the ſummer, I cannot help expreſ- 
ſing my wiſhes that the Cheſapeak may become the ſeat 
of war, even (if neceſſary) at the expence of abandoning 
New York. Until Virginia is in a manner ſubdued, our 
hold of the Carolinas muſt be difficult, if not precarious. 
The rivers in Virginia are advantageous to an invading 
army; but North Carolina is, of all the provinces in 
America, the moft difficult to attack, (unleſs material 
aſſiſtance could be got from the inhabitants, the contrary 
of which I have ſufficiently experienced) on account of its 
great extent, of the numberleſs rivers and creeks, and the 
total want of. interior navigation.“ 3 


that 


05 . 2” 
that event, of fatality to Lord Rawdon, 
which he ſhews very circumſtantially in his 
letter of this date to General Philips *, a 
alſo in one to Lord George Germain the day 
before +, the utter improbability of averting, 
otherwiſe than by quitting his poſt at Wilm- 
ington, and pointing his route towards Hillſ- 
borough, in hopes to withdraw Greene, he de- 


termines on that meaſure, which, he informs = 


you, in his letter of the ſame day, he is un- 
der the neceſſity of adopting, as he finds 
there is no proſpect of a ſpeedy reinforcement 
from Europe, and that the return of Greene 
to North Carolina, would put a jun&ion 
with Philips out of his power }.” But, in 
taking this ſtep, we ſee his Lordſhip, in an- 
n to you of the ſame date, ſecuring 
the“ conveyance of his Majeſty's troops to 
= Carolina, by every means, that the 
wiſeſt precaution could, in his critical ſitua- 


tion, fuggeſt, in caſe his Nw with Ge- 


See the letter in the Appendix, No. I. 
+ Appendix, No. II. 
+ See his Lerdſhip's letter in the 3 No. III. 


neral 
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neral Philips, mould be found mo or 
impracticable 5 | 
Such, Sir, is the hiſtory of Lord 9 


wallis s march into Virginia, without conſult- 


ig his commander in chief.” From your 
manner 6f narrating the circumſtances, one 
would be apt to conclude, he might have con- 


ſulted you, if he would; but he muſt be 7 
blinded by prejudice indeed, who, after read- 
ing his Lordſhip's account of this buſineſs, 


does not perceive, that the neceſſity of his 
fairs, alone, prevented him from feeking 


your advice, in an undertaking „ that fat 


heavy on his mind.” —* It is very diſagree- 
able to me, ſays he, in one of his letters al- | 
ready quoted, to decide upon meaſures ſo 
very important, and of ſuch conſequence to 
the general conduct of the war, without any 
opportunity of procuring your Excellency's 
directions or approbation ; but the delay and 
difficulty of conveying letters, and THE IMros- 
SIBILITY OF WAITING for anſwers, render 1t 


indiſpenfibly neceſſary. 


'* See Appendix, No. IV. 


Befide, 


to) 


Beſide, folid 8 1 you term it Sit 
RN in Virginia met the warmeſt approba- 
tion of the Miniſtry. The reduction of that 
province was a favourite contemplation of 
your Sovereign, long * previous to the letters 


you refer to in your Appendix. It was a 
ſtep deemed abſolutely neceſſary, to ſecure 
the ſubjection of the Carolinas. This was 
the opinion of Lord Cornwallis alſo. And 
the numerous proofs, that illuſtrious General 
had given of his gallantry, his {kill, and his 
judgment, had obtained reverence to his ſen- 
timents. The glorious battle of Camden, 
and the wiſe and ſalutary meaſures he took 
in conſequence, had crowned his reputation +. 

He 


* Yee letters from Lord 7 Genpaio, i in Appen, 
WC 
4 To give our Readers ſome idea of the high eſtimation 
a Lord. Cornwallis was held by his Majeſty, at 
this time, the following extract of a letter from Lord 
George Germain, dated qth November, 1780, is inſerted. 
„I had the very great pleaſure to receive from Captain 
Roſs, who arrived in London on the gth of laſt month, 
your Lordſhip's diſpatches, No. 1 and 2, which I imme» 
diately laid before the King, who read, with the higheſt 
ſatisfaction, 
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He poſſeſſed the entire confidence of Govern- 


ment, at a ſeaſon, when you, Sir Henry, 
confeſs = murmured at the indignity of 
wanting 


ſatisfaion, the account contained in the latter, of the 

very glorious and complete victory obtained by your Lord- 

ſhip over the rebels, near Camden, on the 16th Auguſt. 
&« The great ſuperiority of the enemy ij numbers over the forces 


under your command, his Majeſty obſerved, DISTINGUISHED | 


this victory FROM ALL that have been ATCHIEVED /ince the 


commencement of the rebellion; and though it might have been 


expected that the long continuance of the war would 
have increaſed the military {kill and diſcipline of the ene- 
my, your Lordſhip's complete ſucceſs 1s a brilliant teſti- 
mony that the ſpirit and intrepidity of the King's troops 
will always triumph over them; and that, however they 
may exceed, in numbers, the vigour and perſeverance of 
the Britiſh ſoldiers will overcome all refiſtance, when 
led on by an able and determined commander, ſeconded 
by gallant and judicious officers. It is, therefore, parti- 
cularly pleafing to me to obey his Majeſty's commands, 

by ſignifying to your Lordſhip his royal pleaſure, that 
you do acquaint the officers and ſoldiers of the brave army 
under your command, that their behaviour upon that 
glorious day is highly approved by their Sovereign; and 
you will particularly expreſs to Lord Rawdon, Lieutenant- 
Colonels Webſter and Tarleton, his Majeſty's approba- 
tion of their judicious and ſpirited conduct; the latter in- 
deed has a double claim to praiſe, for his great alertneſs 
in overtaking General Sumpter's detachment, before they 
wer 


11 
wanting it. It is not then matter of ſur- 
prize, that a commander in chief, brooking 


continuance in office under ſo mortifying a 
. circum 


were kad of Gates's defeat ; and, by their 3ciruAion; | 
rendering the victory at Camden ftill more deciſive. 
Captain Roſs's ſervices have been rewarded, in conſequence 
of your Lordſhip's . with a brevet of 
Major. 

ce The ſteps your Lordſhip 3 took for the im- 
proving your victory, were highly judicrous, and muſt be at- 
tended with the moſt important conſequences: nor was your 
determination to inflict exemplary puniſhment on thoſe 
traitors who had repeated the violation of their oaths of 
allegiance, or broken their parole, and taken arms againſt 
the King, leſs wiſe or promotive of the great object of the 
war the reſtoration of-the conſtitution ; for the moſt diſ- 
affected will now be convinced that we are not afraid to 
puniſh, and will no longer venture to repeat their crimes 
in the hope of impunity, ſhould they be detected; and 
_ thoſe who are more moderate, will be lead to withdraw 
from a cauſe, which is evidently declining, before it be- 
Qmes deſperate, and they expoſe themſelves to the con- 
ſequences they may reaſonably apprehend BY fall upon 
ſuch as perſiſt in rebellion to the laſt, 
be civil regulations you have made for South Caro- 
lina, as far as Jam informed of them by your Lordſhip 
and Mr. Simpſon, appear extremely prudent and proper; and 
J am glad to find they are ſatisfactory to the merchants here, 
wha are deeply connected with that province, Such of the 

— | | civil 


( um.) 
155 circumſtance, ſhould ſcowl on meaſures, 
whoſe ſucceſs muſt have added to his chagrin®. 

7 It 


civil officers as are in England, have received orders to 
return, and the greateſt part will - ſail with the firſt con- 


_ © voy. As the province is not yet reſtored to peace, it is 


not judged proper to appoint a Governor ; but as the 
Lieutenant Governor is going out, he can exerciſe all 
the functions of a Governor in Chief, in conſequence of 
his Majeſty's commiſſion to Lord William Campbell, 
which devolves to him; and as it is the King's wiſh to 
convince the people of America, that no abridgment of 
their former liberties is intended, but that they will 
be reſtored to all the privileges of their former conſtitu- 
tion 3 the exerciſe of ſuch powers as it may be fitting to 
allow the civil authority to poſſeſs, in the preſent fitua- 
tion of affairs, being in the hands of the conſtitutional 
_. officers of the province, muſt have a good effect. Your 
Lordſhip will, therefore, endeavour to throw the con- 
duct of civil matters into their former channels, as far as 
you ſhall judge Expedient to permit the civil officers to 
act. I impatiently expect to hear of your farther pro- 
greſs; and that Sir Henry Clinton, and Vice-Admiral 
Arbuthnot, have found means of ſending a force into the 
Cheſapeak, to co- operate with you: for if that be done, 
I have not the leaſt doubt, from your Lordſhip's vigorous 
and alert movements, the whole country ſouih of the Dela- 
ware, will be ia to the King s obedience in the _ of 
the campaign.” 

* Nor was Lord Connie inſenfible of this diſpoſition 

of the Commander in Chief, as appears from the follow- 


ing 


— 


T: #4) 

Tt is to this temper we ought, in candour, 
to aſcribe the many inconſiſtencies, Sir Henry, 
which are n in the courſe of your nar- 
| ration. 


ing extract from a letter of his Lordſhip to Sir Henry 


Clinton, dated at Bird's Plantation, north of James 


River, 26th May, 1781. 


% Your Excellency deſires General Phillips and Ar- 
nold to give you their opinions ; as General Arnold goes 
to New York, by the firſt ſafe Conveyance, you will have 


an opportunity of hearing his ſentiments in perſon ; c- 


perience has made me leſs ſanguine, and more arrangements 
| ſeem to me neceſſary for ſuch an peine, 9 appear to occur 
10 General Arnold. f 
< ] take the liberty of repeating, that if offenſive war 
is intended, Virginia appears to me to be the only pro- 
vince in which it can be carried on, and in which there is 
a ſtake, But to reduce the province, and keep poſſeſſion 
of the country, a conſiderable army would be neceſſary; 
for with a ſmall force, the buſineſs would probably ter- 
minate unfavourably, though the beginning might be 
ſucceſsful ; in caſe it is thought expedient, and a proper 


army for the attempt can be found, I hope your Excel- 


lency will do me the juſtice to believe, that I neither wis 


nor expect to have the command of it, leaving you at 


New York on the defenſive, ſuch ſentiments are ſo far 
from my heart, that I can with great truth affure you, 
that few things could give me greater pleaſure than being 
relieved by your preſence from a ian of ſo much 
anxiety and reſponſibility. 


2 « By 


4 Y 
ration. 1 ® The plan I had WET) * ſay 


you, for the campaign of 178157 (upon the 
expeRation of a reinforcement from Europe 
from the Weſt Indies, and from the 
Soutbward, (after operation ſhould ceaſe in 


that quarter) added to what 1 might be able 
to ſpare at the time, from the ſmall force 
under my immediate command at New 
Vork) was calculated to make a fair and /o/id 
effort, in favour of our friends, in a diſtrict 
where, I had ſome reaſon to believe, they 


& By my letter of the 20th, your Excellency will ob- 
ſerve, that inſtead of thinking 1 it poſſible to do any thing 1n 
North Carolina, I am of opinion that it is doubtful whe- 
ther we can keep the poſts in the back parts of South Ca- 
rolina; and I believe I have ſtated in former letters, the 
infinite difficulty of protecting a frontier of 300 miles, 
againſt a perſevering enemy, in a country where we have 
no water communication, and where few of the inhabi- 
tants are active or uſeful friends. 

In enumerating the corps employed in the fouthern 
diſtrict, your Excellency will recolle& that they are all 
very weak; and that ſome of the Britiſh, as well as pro- 
vincial regiments retain nothing but the name ; our weak- 
neſs at Guilford was not owing to any detachment, unleſs 
that with the baggage, but 10 Uo afes by action, ſi ns and 

dur ing the winter's campaign.“ | 

* Narrative, p. 6 and 7. 


Wers 


„ 


were numerous and hearty, and chere) T 
judged it might be made with little danger, 
even from a temporary naval ſuperiority” of 
the enemy. This plan had been ſuggeſted to 
the Miniſter, 1 THE YEAR 1780, and more 
particularly explained to him, in 17871; not | 
_ withſtanding which, a preference was given to 
another,” namely, to Lord Cornwallis's 
flan * of reducing Virginia, to Which you 
refer in your Appendix, No. I. Good God, 
Sir ! how can- you reconcile this paſſage” of 
your Narrative, with another a little after- 
wards, where you ſay, that his Lordſhip 
marched into Virginia © at the riſk of engag- 
ing you in dangerous operations; for which" you 
were UNPREPARED +? What! Is it poſſible 


*The fact is, that Lord Cornwallis, being ſecond in 
command, had never arrogated to himſelf any privilege 
beyond his line of duty; he had never offered a plan to 
Miniſtry; tho' he had often indeed hinted, with great 
deference, to them, and to Sir Henry, the expediency of 
carrying his Majeſty's arms from South to North -an 
ũdea that Miniſtry had long conceived, and were pleaſed 
with his Lordſhip's coinciding with them in. See Appendix 
to Sir Henry's own Narrative, No. II. 

＋ Narrative, p. 18, 


you 
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(Cu) 
is could be unprepared for a meaſure, that, 
vou confeſs, had been preferred to your 
own—your own, which had been ſuggeſted 


to the Miniſter, / far back as the year 1780 
It is not in credulity to believe it. Indeed, 


your ſubſequent words enervate the aſſertion. 
4+ Yet, as 1 ſuppoſed, he ated with at leaſt 
the approbation of the Miniſter, I left him 
free as air, to plan and execute according co 
his diſcretion *.” And why, Sir, ſhould 


you ſuppoſe he acted with this ſanction? 
Was there any other reaſon, beſide the ne- 
glect ſhewn your plan, and the long-known 


+ predilection of Government in favour of 
operations in Virginia ? There was none,— 
You, of courſe, foreſaw the probability of 
Lord Cornwallis's march into that province. 


The eGnclufion is inevitable —Your- being 
unprepared for the event, is imputable only to 


yourſelf 7. 
Having 
* Narrative, p. 18. 
See Lord George Germain's letters. to Lord Corn- 
wallis, before referred to, Appendix, No. V. 
t In addition to the very honourable teſtimonies already 
produced by us, as well as by Sir Henry himſelf, in his 


159 


Haring, 1 truſt, fully vindicated his Lord» | 
ſhip from the aſperſion of 4wwilfulneſs and pre- 
cipitation, of which, Ang mere miſcon- 

ception 


3 No. Land IL. i favour of. the, tnoyement in 
queſtion. Our ingenuous readers will probably be gratified | 
by the peruſal of the following extracts of letters from 


Lord George Germain to Lord Cornwallis and Sir A 
Clinton. | 


Extract of a Letter from Lord Sn 8 to „Ker Henry 
Clinton, 2 Whitehall, the 4th of June, 1 781 BY 
TI | 

«© The German troops, I hope, will have reached New 
York before the packet, by which. this goes, can arrive 
there. I incloſe the embarkation return, with a copy of 
General Faucitt's letter to Lord Stormont, tranſmitting 
it, by which you will ſee that the number now on their 
way, added to thoſe of the laft year's complement, which 
were early ſent out in this, together with the Britiſh re- 
giments and recruits ſent to Carolina, exceeds 6000 effec- 
tive men from, Europe, for the augmentation of your 
army in the preſent campaign, a force, when added to 
your former numbers, I truſt will give you a decided ſu- 
periority over the French and Rebels, and prove the 
means of your reducing to the King's obedience, the 
greateſt part of the country to the ſouth of the Delaware, 
in the courſe of this campaign, 

& Lord Cornwallis has, indeed, a every thing in ca- 
ralina that prudence, vigour, and activity, could ect 
WITH HIS FORCE, and if Major-General Philips remains 
aud W with him in Virginia, | have not the 


leaſt 


* . 


18 ) 
ception of the matter, without doubt) you, 
Sir Henry, would infinuate him guilty, I 
ſhall 555i to che examination of your next 
eng charge, 


leaſt doubt of the rebellion being ca at this day, 
in all parts ſouth of James River, and impatiently expect 
to receive accounts from his Lordſhip to that purpoſe.” 


Extract of a Letter from Lord George Germain, to Earl 
Cornwallis, dated Whitehall, 4th June, 1981. 
„ The rapidity of peur movements through a country ſo 
thinly inhabited, and ſo little cultivated, is juſtly MATTER 
OF ASTONISHMENT to all Europe, as well as to the rebels in 
America ; and although they appear to make every poſ- 
fible exertion to oppoſe your progreſs, and conduct their 
enterprizes in Carolina, with more ſpirit and {kill than 
they have ſhewn in any other part of America, his Ma- 
jeſty has ſuch confidence in your Lord{hip's great military 
talents, that he entertains no deubt of your fulfilling his 
utmoſt expectations, in the courſe of the campaign; eſpe- 
cially, as from the happy defeat of the French fleet from 
Rhode Iſland, by Admiral Arbuthnot, and the arrival of 
a conſiderable reinforcement in the Cheſapeak, under 
Major General Phillips, the Rebels' hope of ſuccour muſt 
be fruſtrated, the Loyalifts encouraged, and any troops 
that Greene might be liable to aſſemble expoſed to the 
attack of two armies. 8 
& ] was, indeed, much alarmed upon reading the 
copy of Sir Henry Clinton's inſtructions to General Phil- 
lips, to return, with the greateſt part of his force, to New 
York, if he did not receive orders from your Lordſhip, 


leſt 


- 
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charge, and flatter myſelf, I ſhall find: as 
little difficulty in rectifying that- error, as I 
have found in rectifying this. 

And here, ſir, permit me, once for all, to 
confeſs, that the chief-obſtacle, indeed, the 
only one, I meet in the taſk I have under- 
taken, of ſetting your conceptions right on 
the preſent ſubject, is the % texture of 
your Narrative, on which I am often puzzled 
to hang a meaning, that will bear the weight 
of any ſolid operation. For inſtance, in ſums 
ming up your charges againſt Lord Corn- 
wallis ; after reprobating his march into Vi- 
ginia, (which by the way, it will not only 


left you might not ſpeedily have an opportunity of com- 
municating with him; but your laſt victory at Guild- 
ford, will, I truſt, have opened the country more to you, 
and afforded you occaſion of taking him and his whole 
force under your command, and employing it as a co- 
operating army, until the ſouthern provinces are reduced, 
or the ſeaſon becomes too intemperate for active ſervice; 
for it is the King's firm purpoſe to recover thoſe provincet, 
and to puſh the war from ſouth to north, ſecuring what 
is conquered as we go on; and not, by deſultory enter- 
prizes, taking poſſeſſion of places at one time, and aban- 
doning them at another; and I have ſignified his Ma- 
 jeſty's pleaſure to Sir Henry Clinton to this effect.“ 


'S | > be 


G ) 
be in favour of your honour, but your judg 
ment, to diſtinguiſh far differently in future 
your roll of accuſation proceeds thus: Be- 
ing there, as his Lordſhip could not ſubſiſt his 
army, without having a place of arms to co- 
ver his magazines, & c. &c. it became abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to fix on ſome healthy and 
reſpectable ſtation, that could be made ſecure 
againſt a temporary ſuperiority of the enemy 
at ſea; and York and Glouceſter ſeem to have 
been originally thought of by Lord Corn- 
wallis, and approved by me for that purpoſe: 
But by his Lordſhip's miſconceiving my or- 
ders, he quitted the neck of York, and con- 
ſequently, relinquiſhed every idea of occu- 
pying thoſe poſts.” Now, would not any man 
of ordinary underſtanding, who had read no- 
thing more than your N arrative, Sir Henry, 
ſuppoſe from this paſſage, that a fixed and 
folid plan had been concerted between yon 
and his Lordſhip, for occupying the poſts in 
queſtion, previous to his quitting the neck of 
York ?—He would certainly ſuppoſe ſo. But 


were 


( 21 ) 
were he. to advert to the. letters: about that 
period, he would quickly perceive, that light 
and darkneſs are not more oppoſite, than 
ſuch a ſuppoſition, and the reality, of fact. 
Out of this chaos, let us try to draw ſome 
order. | 
Immediately on Lord Cornwallis 8 4 
at Peterſburgh, in Virginia, on the 20th of 
May, 1781, he found General Phillips dead, 
and, of. courſe, added the command of that 
officer to his own. But on account of the 
information conveyed by you, Sir Henry, to 
General Arnold, relative to the probable 
movements of the French army, his Lord- 
'ſhip, in his letter of the above date tells you, 
he was reſtrained at that time, from any ma- 
terial offenſive operations; but as ſoon as he 
could hear any » ſatisfactory accounts of the 
two fleets, he would endeavour to make the 
beſt uſe in his power of the trocps under his 
command. On the 26th of the ſame month, 
he writes to you thus “: I ſhall now proceed 
| See extract of this letter, Appendix, No. VI. 
2 „ 


as little ron 2 as the e you ſo gravely 


. 
to diſlodge La Fayette from Richmond, and, 
with my light troops, to deſtroy any maga - 
zine or ſtores in the neighbourhood, which 


| may have been collected, either for his uſe, 


or General Greene's army; from thence I 
purpoſe to move to the neck at Wilkamſ- 


burgh, which is repreſented as healthy, and 


Where ſome ſubſiſtence may be procured ;- — 
and keep myſelf unengaged from operations, 


| which might interfere with your plan for 


the campaign, UN TIL 1 have the ſatisfaction 
of hearing from you; I hope I ſhall Then 
Have an opportunity to receive better infor- 
mation, than has hitherto been in my power 
Fog procure, relatrue to a proper harbour, and 
place of arms; at preſent I am inclined to 


think well of Vork.“ Here, then, Sir Hens 


Ty, wy develope, what you ſtyle, “ Lord 
Cornwallis's original thought of Vork and 


Gloucefter.” \ Let us now look, for what 


you ſtyle, your | approbation. It is very 
probable we will find it built on materials 


tell 


In truth, Lord Cornwallis ſhews, by the preceding ä 
words of his letter, that he had not ſufficient information 
of 


R 


tell us, it was given as a ſanction to. In 


your letter of the 1 ith of June, 1781, (be- 
fore quoted) e read the following advice to 
his Lordſhip: : I beg leave to recommend 
it to you, 23 Pon as you have finiſhed the 
active operations you may be now engaged 
in, to take a defenfue ſtation in any healthy 
| kituatlon. you chooſe, le it at Williamſburgh 
or York Town)" —Why this, Sir Henry, is 
recommendation, not approbation ! And there 
Is no ſmall diſtinction between the terms. 
The former procede; meaſures, the latter * 
bows them. But the ftrife of words is 
foreign from your honourable Pen d ag 
it is from my honeſt inclination. In com- 
pliment, therefore, to your careleſs way, T 
will, for a moment, ſuppoſe /contrary. #0 
fact that you did approve of his Lordthip's 
original thought, in favour of York and Glou- 
ceſter. On what was that approbation (as you 
are pleaſed to term it) founded? Had you 


of thi fituation of the place, to peak decidedly im its fa- 
vour, as a goed poſi, though Sir Henry would inſinuate, 
he did give an opinion of that nature. 


your- 
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yourſelf any idea of the ſituation, Pe from 


hear-ſay, and conſequent conjecture? Not an 
atom. You were every whit as much in the 
dark reſpecting it as his Lordſhip—And a 
paſſage in your letter, of the 6th December, 
1781, to Lord George Germain, clearly 
evinces this to be the caſe. Speaking of the 
poſt of Vork Town, you there ſay, And 
indeed, if wie ee ga had not now Wehn: | 
Lek 5 which T : pare ws; the E. 5 The 
Ance ſeized, and are fortifying it, would in- 
cline me to think: well of it.” So that the 


_ firſt. part of this grave charge of yours, Sir 


Henry, that York and Glouceſter ſeem to 
have been originally thought of by Lord 
Cornwallis, and approved by you for that 
purpoſe,” turns out, after all, to be nothing 
more or leis, than a mere creature of the 
imagination—there was neither lid thought“ 

| | * 
e So far was Lord Cornwallis: from thinking of theſe 


poſts in a favourable IP that although (as has been 
| before 


3 

of the ate; nor 1 (or indeed * aps 
penſion. N 

But the 1 hi more dies | 
part of this ſecond charge, Sir Henry, is ſtill 
to be examined. After aſſerting, that 
Vork and Glouceſter ſeem to have been ori- 
ginally thought of, by Lord Cornwallis, and 
approved by you for that purpoſe,” you con- 
tinue, ** But, by his Lordſhip's MisCONCEiv= 
ING my orders, he quitted the neck of York, 
and conſequently relinquiſhed every idea of occu- 
pying thoſe poſts.” Here are two things, Sir, 
which, in your uſual looſe manner, you very- 
roundly aſſert, without one tittle of proof for 
their foundation, The irt point is his 
Lordſhip's miſconception of your orders, and 
before ſet forth) previous to his viewing them, he was in- 
clined to think favourably of them, on mere hearſay, yet, 
when he had examined them himſelf a few days after- 
wards, he ſpeaks of them in this manner: * Upon view- 
ing York, I was clearly of opinion, that it far exceeded 
our power, conſiſtent with your plans, to make ſafe de- 
fenſiue poſts there, and at Glouceſter, both of which 


would be neceſſary for the protection of ſhipping.” —Ex- 


tract of a letter, dated at Williamſburgh, 1 525 of June, 
1781. 


the 


(03 
the. next is, his relinquiſhment of thoſe poſts 
in conſequence of the miſconception. To get 
at the fact, we will inſpect the orders them- 
felves, and we will then take a view of the 
 eonfirutt:on of his Lordſhip. But, as a preli- 
minary ſtep to the peruſal of the orders, let 
us caſt an eye over ſome paſſages of your let- 
ters, which preceded them. On the 29th 
of May, 1781, we find you talking thus, in 
one of them, addreſſed to Lord Cornwallis : 
—* It is poſſible, that the additional corps 
your Lordſhip has brought with you, may 
enable you to return ſomething to me for this 
' poſt: But I beg your Lordſhip will, by no 
means, conſider this as 2 call; for I would 
rather content myſelf with ever ſo bare a 
defenſive, UNTIL there was an appearance of 
ferious operation againſt me, than cramp your's 
in the leaſt.” Here, Sir Henry, you cannot 
help remarking, that although you forbear 
to call for the preſent, yet, there is the ful- 
leſt implication, which words can convey, of 
your intention to demand the ſuccours from his 
| Lardſhip, which you afterwards did, wwher you 

6 fancied 


) 


fancied the appearance of a ſenlous opera- 
tion againſt you.” And on the 8th of June 


followin g, are theſe words in another letter. 


« Your Lordſhip will ſee; by Fayette's letter) 
that you have little more oppoled to you than : 
his corps, and an unarmed militia z for we 
are told here, that the Penſilvania line has 


revolted a ſecond time at York Town, your 


Lordſhip can, therefore, CERTAINLY Hare 


2000 men, and the ſooner they come the better, 


without it ſhould be your intention to adopt 


my idea of a move, and put yourſelf in nearer 
| co-operation with us. But even in that caſe, 


you can ſpare us ſotnething, I ſuppoſe ? anda 
little lowet you ſay, "Y ſhould your Lordſhip | 
| be engaged i in a move of ſuch importance, as to 
require the employment of your whole force, | 


I would by no means wiſh to ſtarve or obſtruct 


it; but in that caſe would rather endeavour td 


wait A LITTLE LONGER until my occaſſons 
grow more urgent, or your ſituation can ad- 
mit of your detaching, of which, however, 1 


8 to be informed, with all poſſible di 50 
D pate Y 3 


} 


— ec Dn een 


1 


— TT - — = 
2„——ůĩ ( — * 234 7 
* © ow — — — 


1 * 
r e e ent, Sag 


F — Rd, . 
— rn —— 
8 Pon 


+ 


— x. — 
— ns CASTS Spe 92m a7 2 jy 
- 


patch.“ Four affairs, it ſeems, growing 


more urgent, on the 11th of pag you write 
thus to Lord Cornwallis :—*© By the in- 
tercepted letter, incloſed to your Lord- 
ſhip in my laſt diſpatch, you will obſerve 
khat I am threatened with a ſiege in this 
poſt : my preſent effective force 18s ONLY 
10,9 3 1, with reſpect to what the enemy may 
collect for ſuch an object, it is probable they 
may amount to AT LEAST 20,000, beſides re- 
inforcements to the French, (which, from 


pretty good authority, I have reaſon to ex- 


pect,) and the numerous militia of the five 
neighbouring provinces. —Thus circumſlanced, 
I am. perſuaded, your Lordſhip will be of 


SPIN | 


opinion, that the ſooner I can concentrate my 
force the better. > Therefore, (unleſs your 
Lordſhip, after the receipt of my letters of 


che 29th of May, and 8th inſtant, ſhould i in- 


cline to agree with me in opinion, and judge 
it right to adopt my ideas reſpecting. the move 
to Baltimore or the Delaware Hook, Ke. 6) I 


1 Y __ 4 1 4 


. me poor an opinion his Lordſhip had of that expe· 
ditign, may be ſeen in the extract of his letter of the 26th 
of M ay, already quoted, 


beg 


(ED, 

beg leave to recommend it to you, as ſoon 20 

you have finiſhed the actiye operations, you 5 . 
may be now engaged in, to take a. defenſive 4 5 
ſtation in any healthy ſituation you chooſe, 

(be it at Williamſburgh, or at York-Town) | 
and I would with, in that caſe, that after 3 f 
reſerving to yourſelf ſuch troops, as you may | 

Judge neceſſary for an ample defenſive, and de- 
ſultory movements by water, for the purpoſe i 2 
of annoying the enemy's communications, 
deſtroying magazines, &c. the following 
corps may be ſent to me in ſucceſſion as you 
can ſpare them. Two battalions of light in- | 
fantry—forty-third regiment—ſeventy-fixth or 
eightieth—two vattalions of Anſpach—Nueen's | 
 rangeri—cavalry and mfantry. Remains of 
detachment of 17th light dragoons, and ſuch a 
proportion of artillery as can be ſpared, parti- 
cularhy men.” And'the urgency of this requi- 
ſition, you will gbſerve, Sir Henry, is in- 
creaſed in your letter of the 15th of June. 
In this you ſay.— And as I am led to ſup- 
poſe, from your , Lordſhip's letter of the 

D 2 26th 
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26th ultimo, “ that you may not think it 


expedient, to adopt the operations, I had re- 
commended, in the Upper Cheſapeak—and 
will, by this time, probably, have finiſhed 
thoſe you were engaged in; I ' requeſt you will 


IMMEDIATELY embark a part of the troops, 
ſtated in the letter encloſed, beginning with 
the light infantry, and ſend them to me with 
all poſſible diſpatch ; for which purpoſe, Cap- 
tain Hudſon, or officer commanding the 
King's ſhips, will, I preſume, upon your 
Lordſhip's application, appoint a proper con- 
voy. I ſhall likewiſe, in proper time, ſolicit 
the Admiral to ſend ſome more tranſports to 
the Cheſapeak, in which your Lordſhip will 
pleaſe to ſend hither the remaining troops, 
you judge can be ſpared from the defence of 
the poſts, you may occupy, as I do not think 
It adviſeable to leave more troops in that un- 
healthy climate, at this ſeaſon of the year, 


* This letter has been before quoted. 


+ Meaning a duplicate of the . recited letter of 
the 11th, 


then 


VVT 

then whi at are abſolutely wanted for defenſive 
and deſultory water expeditions.” The requiſi= 
tion is repeated in ſtill ſtronger terms, in your 
letter, to his Lordſhip, of the 19th of June, 
1781: Then you tell him, that you are 
perſuaded the enemy will attempt the inveſti- 
ture of New Vork, and, therefore, heartily 
40iſh, that you were more in force, that you 
might be able to take advantage of any' falſe 
movements they might make in forming it. 

You again repeat the old aſſurance, that 
if his Lordſhip had any ſolid operation in the 
Cheſapeak, &c. you ſhould not, as you al- 
ready told him, preſs him for the corps you 
wiſhed to have ſent you, at leaſt for the pre- 
ſent.”—And you add, © n the hope your 
Lordſhip will be able to ſpare me 3000 men. 
T have ſent 2000, tons of tranſports from 
hence. The corps I named in my let- 
ter of the 11th inſtant, will, I imagine, a- | 
mount to nearly that number. But ſhould 
your Lordſhip not be able to ſpare the whole, 
It is neceſſary to mention, I eupect the de- 

tachment 


„ 
tachment of the 17th dragoons, as they hap- 
pen to be placed laſt in the liſt.” 

Such were 7he orders, Sir Mantis wick 
you have inſinuated, in the latter part of 
your ſecond charge againſt Lord Cornwallis, 
that his Lordſhip. had miſconceived, and in 
conſequence, made a falſe movement. And | 
your reaſon for ſaying, he had miſconceived 


them, is, I find, that you ſuppoſe his Lord- 


ſhip. had deemed your requiſitions ab/olute, 


| whereas they were worded conditionally. Now, 


both theſe terms, though apparently ſo in- 
conſiſtent, are yet very reconcileable, as the 
late worthy premier, with no leſs truth than 
humour, illuſtrated not many weeks ago in 
the Houſe of Commons. Now, by way of 
enlivening this Jombre buſineſs, we are in- 
veſtigating, I fancy the introduction of that 
circumſtance here, will not be deemed ex- 
ceedingly mal-a-propos. The Houſe was in 


high debate, upon preciſely the very topic, 
that you and I are now diſcuſſing. The re. 
conciliation of thoſe two ſeeming oppoſite 
terms, conditional and abſolute.” They 

were 


Ca) 


were twiſted and turned into ſive hundred 
different lights and forms ; they were pound- 
ed, „ground, ſifted, and beat up together; 5 
no mode of mixture, rough or ſmooth, was 
left untried with them, during the courſe gf 
a long winter evening. But in vain ! And 
the v iſe men of the land, were about to 
break up in dudgeon, at their miſ-ſpending 
ſo much of the precious time of, the nation 
: (contrary, to their uſual, cuſtom) in attempt- 
ing to, blend incongruities, - and make abſur- 
dity and. ſenſe meet. When, behold, the 
arch wag 1n the blue ribbon roſe, and, to the 
admiration of all preſent, did the feat in a 
moment, by calling to the minds of his au- 

ditors, | the far-famed oath at Highgate, 
* where you, ſwear, - never to kiſs the maid, 
when you can get the miſtreſs, Ir you do 
not like the maid better; nor to eat brown 
| bread, when you can get white, ir the brown 
ſhould not be more pleaſing to your - palate ; 
nor to drink ſmall beer, when you may have 
ſtrong, Ir the ſmall ſhould not be more 
agreeable to you, — Now, here, remarked. his 
Haan Lordihip, are cond;t;onal expreſſions, 
A | 5 1 facetious 


© 
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wel, 1 in many caſes; they act as fritly, as if 
they were abſolute. For inſtance, if I eanxot 
like the maid, or the brown bread, or tlie 
ſmall beer—why, in all theſe caſes, the oath 
I have taken, acts upon me abſolutely. There 
is no condition, where, in fact, there is no 
choice. This exactly was the caſe of Lord 
* Cornwallis. His ſituation (for neither he 
| ? nor you expected he would ſhortly be fo 
"= 

|; 


formidably ſurrounded,) did not allow him 
to make any of thoſe elections, you pointed 
i out to him, or ſuggeſted. And your calls 
Ver e prefling—indeed, moſt preſfing, as the 
fotegoing extracts plainly ſhew—he was there - 
= fore obliged to conſider your requiſition, not 
\ 1 as conditional, but abſolute, and to conduct 
1 himſelf accordingly. But, that the matter 
may appear in the fulleſt, cleareſt, and moft 
| andid manner, we will refer the public to 
his letter on the occaſion, and yours in anſwer, 
(in anſever, Sir Henry—for ſo candour re- 
quires, ) No. 8. of the Appendix. But, in fair- 
neſs to Lord Cornwallis, I am obliged here 
to mention, in addition to your former reites 
rated calls, Sir Henry, one (ſtill more urgent 

| than 


EN 


than the others) dated the 26th . June, 
1781. *© My Lord, having, for very eſſen - 


tial reaſons, come to a reſolution of endea- 


vouring to bring the troops employed on that 
ſervice, to reinforce this poſt, (New York). 
I am to requeſt, that, if your Lordthip 


has not already embarked the reinforcement 
I called for in my letters of the 8th, 11th, 
1 5th, and 19th inſtant, and ſhould not be 


engaged in any important move, either of 
your own, or in conſequence of my ideas re- 


ſpecting operation in the Upper Cheſapeak, 


you will be pleaſed, as ſoon as poſſible, to 


order an 'embarkation of the troops ſpecified 


in the margin “, and of the ordnance and 


ſtores, &c. &c. ſtated in the incloſed paper, 
er, in as full a manner, as your Lordſhip can, 


with propriety, comply—recollettmg, that 


whatever may have been taken too great a pro- 


> 


* Two battalions of light infantry, 43d regiment, 76th, 
or 8oth.— Two battalions of Anſpach—Two of rangers, 
cavalry and infantry. — Detachment of the 17th dragoons, 
and ſuch a portion of artillery as can be ſpared, raining 
_ larly men. 


E 5 portion 


O 


- — — Ic . - - . = 
8 — — 4 — a 
2 = — 7 Lz 
A 7 TE ea ES 
* 
. 
. 


„ ii + ACL as 
* - — * 
1 
* 


* ͤ— 9 


1 8 1 
portion of, wwill be immediately | returned 2 Jo 


the moment the expedition 1s over.” 

The amount of all theſe extracts may be 
thus conciſely ſtated. Sir Henry Clinton 
dcquaints Lord Cornwallis with the probabi- 
lity of his wanting two or three thouſand of 
the troops, under his Lordſhip's command, 


to reinforce the garriſon of New Vork; and 


this reinforcement, he tells him, (he is in- 


formed) he can well ſpare ; but he will not 


call for it, 2 a ſerious attack is menaced 
againſt him. That ſerious attack is menaced, 
and. the call is accordingly made. And to 
convince his Lordſhip of the neceflity for 
the reinforcement, the force of the enemy 
is diſplayed before him in the uimg/? extent, 
and the diminutive force of the garriſon con- 
traſted to it. All the hurry of apprehenſion 
appears in Sir Henry's requiſition. That no 
poſſible excuſe ſhould be made - two thou- 


ſand tons of ſhipping are ſent off to his Lord- 


ſhip, for the tranſportation of the troops, and 
he is told, more are ſoon to follow, An 


empty parade, indeed, is made of leaving his 


Lordſhip to the exerciſe of his diſcretion : 
But 


4 


CG ap Ik 


But what diſcretion could he exetciſe, under 
the alarming circumſtances, in which Sir 
| Henry deſcribed himſelf to be ſituate? ' Let 
his Lordſhip's own words anſwer *. ** My 
own operations fnfhed, and being of opinion, 
that, with the force under my command, and 
cireumftanced as I was, in a variety of reſpects, 
It would have been highly inconſiderate in me, 
"ad dangerous for the King's ſervice, t engage 
in operations in the upper Cheſapeak [which you 
will remember, Sir Henry, were the opera- 
tions ſuggeſted by you to him], I thought 
it incumbent on me, to take effectual mea- 
ſures, to enable me to obey /o explicit an of- 
der, without loſs of time. To this end, as I 
could not diſcover in your inſtructions to Ge- 
neral Phillips, or in your paper, containing 
the ſubſtance of private converſations with 
him +, or in your diſpatches to me, any 
earneſtneſs for immediately ſecuring an har- 
bour for line of battle ſhips, I thought my- 
ſelf unner THE NECESSITY of being content 
with the poſt at Portſmouth, (ach as it Was) 


* See the letter in the A ppendix, No, VIII. 
+ Appendix No, VII, 


E 2 ys exerciſe 


4.7% 3 ) 
|, I did not imagine myſelf at liberty to 
exerciſe any diſcretionaty power, by changing 
that poſt FOR ANOTHER, Which I knew would 
have required, SO Seat 4 part of the troops | 
under my command, for many weeks, for 
the purpoſes of covering, ſubſiſting, and for- 
tifying it, that any offenſive, - or defenſive 
plan of yours, which depended upon material 


reinforcement from hence, might —_ 


have been totally jruftrated.” ne 
In theſe few lines, his Lordſhip has ſet the 


buſineſs of the requifition, and his compliance, 


in ſo clear a light, that volumes on the ſub- 
ject could not do more; but we cannot cloſe 
the article, without adding a few words 
- of his Lordſhip's in the ſame letter: My 
reſglution to paſs James River was juſt ex- 
ecuted, when I received your diſpatch, of 
the 28th of June, ordering the expedition 
- for the attempt upon ——, That order 
- being likewiſe poſitive, ane J was engaged 
in any important move of my own, or in 
operations in the Upper Cheſapeak, I felt. a 
particular ſatisfaction, that my deciſion on 
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your firſt order, had enabled me to comply 
ſo expeditiouſly with "this.—I was clearly 


convinced, when I received theſe orders, and 
I cannot yet ſee any cauſe to alter my opi- 
nion, that, having a ſufficient force remain- 
ing for a defenſive, in the poſt that I had re- 


ſolved to occupy, and for deſultory water 
_ expeditions, if I had detained the reinforce- 


ment required, and ſpecified in your firſt diſs 


| patch, for any other reaſon than hat of being 


engaged in an important move of my. 0Wwn, or in 
operations in the Upper Cheſapeak ; and if, in the 
mean time, a misfortune had happened at New 
York, or you had been diſappointed. of any 
material object at - 3 my conduct would 
have been highly and deſervedly cenſured.“ 
It would be an inſult on the meaneſt un- 
derſtanding, to ſuppoſe theſe paſſages needed 
any comment. 1 thall therefore proceed, 
Sir, to inveſtigate your next inſinuation 


-againſt Lord Cornwallis, with reſpe& to his 


occupying York and Glouceiter, 1n preference 


to Old-Paint-Comfort, which you recom- 
mended. Your own-accoutit of this buſineſs, 
from page 19 to 25 of your pamphlet, may 


= be 


(49 ) | 
10 ſummed up in a few words. That you 
had directed Lord Cornwallis to cure“ a 


, naval ſtation for large ſhips, if one could be 


found, that was capable of being fortified and 


maintained, againſt a temporary ſuperiority | 
of the enemy at ſea, AGREEABLE 70 he in- 
Aructiom * which you had before given to General 
Phillips, and which were of courſe to be con- 


ſidered as ſuch to his Lordſhip. * That his 


Lordſhip was inclined to think well of York, 


from report on the 26th of May.—That he 


afterwards relinquiſhed the idea. That you 
thereupon * conſulted the Admiral, who 
was of opinion, a naval Ration for large ſhips 
Was \ ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, and recom- 
mended Hampton Road.” That you, there- 
upon, directed Old-Point-Comfort to be ex- 


amined by his Lordſhip, and fortified; but 
that this Was diſapproved of,“ as any works 
(his Lordſhip writes to you) erected there, 
might be _ deſtroyed by a fleet, and 


1 0 Theſe inſtructions are in No. IX. of your Appendix, 


and No. VII. of mine. 


RY 
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„ 

would not anſwer tlie purpoſe; and that, 
therefore, according to the ſpirit ef your or- 
ders, he ſhould fieze York and Glouceſter, 
as the only harbour in which he could hope 
to give effectual protection to line of battle 
ſhips.” And from this circumſtance” you 
conclude your detail, by ſuppoſing, that 
his Lordſhip had entirely . of TW 
poſts.” | : 
Audi alteram n Now let us ſee 
Lord Cornwalliss account of the buſineſs. 
In his letter to you of the 4th December, 
1781, we find this paſſage, © I do not re- 
collect that any conxerſation paſſed. between 
us the other day, Whore the publication of 
my letter, relative to my reaſons for taking 
poſſeſſion of the poſts of York and Glouceſ- 
ter. But in anſwer to your diſpatches dated 
the 8h and 11th of July, directing me 80 
POSITIVELY to poſſeſs an harbour in the 
"IT for line of battle ſhips, your Ex- 
ce] -<Mency will ſee, that after finding hat 
es on Point-Comfort could not protect a 
0 och in Hampton Read, I thought that 


J acted. 


42 "MS 
Lacted in fri? * to your orders, by, 
-taking poſſeſſion of ' thoſe poſts. I thought it un- 
neceflary to enter into a minute detail of the 
_ diſadvantages of the ground, either on my firſt 
examination of it in the month of June, or in my 


return to it in Auguſt ; becauſe, on the fir 75 OC= 
| caſion, as J have already had the honour of 
explaining to. your Excellency, I did not, 
after ſeeing it, entertain for a moment, an 
idea of occupying it. Not thinking myſelf 
at liberty, by the inſiruftions * under which I 
then acted, to detain the greateſt part of the 
force in Virginia, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SE- . 
CURING A HARBOUR FOR SHIPS OF THE 
LINE: and, on my return to it in Auguſt, I 
thought it hen became my duty , 10 make - 
5 the 


* The inſtructions his Lordſhip here alludes to,” are 
thoſe given to General Phillips, which may be ſeen in the 
Appendix, No. VII. andſin no part of thoſe do we find any 
ching to contradict; on the contrary, we ſee every thing 
| that can ſtrengthen this opinion of his Lordſhip- In them 
tere is no poſitive, no abſolutely indiſpenſible direction, to 

ſieze and occupy a covering for large ſhipping. A - 

+ At this time his Looki'p was left no alternative. 
A poſt for covering large hipping was then (and not 

before) 


130 a 
FY beſt of it T could, having no other harbout 

to propoſe in its place. 155 
Here then is the choice that . his 
Lordihip's conduct, on this occaſion not 
lach a . as you, Sir Hen * ue in- 


ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, and there was no | ute . 
for that purpoſe, but Vork Town, as Point Comfort would 


| Hot anſwer, as n * ſeen 1 the at official res 


c- f 4 Tales PR the 8 if bis Moiehy s Ships to 
Earl Cornwallis, relative to the flate of Point Comfort, 
3 Richmond, «yes - Juh Xu . 

My Loxp, ET..6 ah „ 1 VF 08 A108 

In conſequenee of! a requiſition, * your alice 

way from. the commanders, in chief of his Majeſty's 

| nd ſhips, relative to a poſt beiug eſtabliſhed at 

Old. Point; Comfort, for the protection and ſecurity of 

the King's ſhips, that may occaſionally, be ſent to the 

Cheſapeak; we whoſe names are hereunto ſubſeribed, 

have taken an accurate ſurvey of that place, as ſoon as 

| þoffible, and ate unanimoufly of opinion, from the width 
of the channel, and depth of water, cloſe to it, that any 
ſuperior enemy's force coming in, may paſs any work 
that can be eſtabliſhed there, with little damage, or deſtroy 
it with the ſhips that may be then under its n a 
We have the honour to be, &c, ce. 
f | Signed- Charles Hudſon, 3 
Thomas Symonds, 8 
| Charles Exerit, 
4852 9 1 Dundas. 


= ſinuate 
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ſinuate his Lordſhip bad i it in his power to 
make, namely, that in which an alternative 
preſented itſelf. The fact is, he had no more 
power than old Habſom uſed to give at Oxford, 

when any of the ſcholars applied to him to 
hire a horſe: Aye, aye, come to the ſtable, 
my lad, and thou ſhalt have thy choice, cried 

| Squarestoes.”. The younker hereupon haſ- 
tened to the ſpot with much glee, thinking 
to ſuit his mind among a number,—but he 
was ſuffered to go no farther than the door, 
and whichever of the nags happened to be 
next, was pointed out to him What! (re- 
monſtrated he) did you not ſay 1 ſhould have 
à choice. And ſo thou ſhalt, young man, 
quoth Hobſon— THAT ot norTHNG,”; | 
"IE have, by this time, Sir Henry, I truſt, 
ſhewn you how very erroneous your concep- 
tions have been of the conduct of Lord Corn- 
wallis, in reſpect to his move from Wi ming 
un. which is the firf, meaſure you have taken 
upon you to cenſure. Nor have I (I flatter 
myſelf) been lefs ſucceſsful in putting you 
right, in regard to your falſe notions of his 
bee 16S | conduct 


( 


* 
conduct, in quitting his poſition at Willamf⸗ 
burgh, and (on his return) in occupying ö 


Vork Town, &e. which, it ſeems, is your 25 


ſecond charge againſt him, It therefore now 

only remains, that I ſhould turn my thoughts 
to the rectifying your ideas, concerning his 
Lordſhip's continuing in that poſt, till his 
unmerited and much lamented capture (which 
; appears to be your third and laſt charge). 

And in doing this, I ſhall not only ſhew 
that your conſtant promiſes of relief would 
have rendered any attempt of his to eſcape, 
not only diſgraceful, and highly criminal, 
but that you yourſelf, to this very hour, are 
imwardly of the ſame opinion, notwithſtand- 
ing you have been prevailed upon, by wile Hy 
a" *, to inſinuate, that you: were in 
LV END hopes 


| ny 7 wech ad for the exalind 5 3 honour 


and integrity of Sir Henry Clinton, that I gladly em- 


brace this opportunity of convineing the world, that no 
part of the unfounded charges, puny inſinuations, and 
ridiculous abſurdities, with which the NARRATIVE 
abounds, could have originated from him; but were the 
baſe offerings of ſycophants, which his facile temper ac- 
o=_ when his better judgment would have rejected 

FI them 
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hopes he would have tried to eſcape, with 
part of his army, to the ſouthward, between 


the time of the French fleet's arriving in the 


Cheſapeak, and his receiving information 


from you, that Sir Samuel Hood had joined 


Mr. Graves, which was not until the 13th 


of September, on between that time and the 
junction of Mr. Waſhington with the Marquis 


de la Fayette, when his Lordſhip drafts from 


ham with indignation, had he ——— them as ferypu- | 
louſly as I have done. Miſcreants of his ſort buz about 
the ear of every great man. And Sir Henry himſelf,. in 


9 the following extract of one of his letters, confeſſes ſuch to 


be his lamentable ſituation. This confeſſion, added to 
his general good character, has induced me, contrary to 
all appearances, to give Sir Henry Clinton credit for can- 


 dour, though | am under the neceſity of debiting his dif- 
cerument for the allowance. 


5 


5 Extract of a Letter from Sir Henry chan to Lord Corn 
wallis, dated New York, 3oth Pg: 1781, 
My Loxp, 

&« After the converſation I had with your Lordſhip, 
(before I ſent your letter to be publiſhed) 1 in which We 
feemed fo perfectly to agree, &c 
„ But being inſor med ( orriciovel v) 2 

Poor Sir Henry — Vet your fate is not ſingular. In- 
formers and other «fficious gentry, have brought many a 
gent man into ſe AT 4 Pn | 

Lew 


K 


2 


X: K 
8 Lieutenant Conway of the navy, that the 
enemy were thirty - ſix ſail of the line ...,. 
Before I enter upon this part of the taſk 1 
have ſet myſelf, you will permit me, Sir, 
to ſhew, that Vork Town was by no means 
a favourite poſt of Lord Cornwallis's, or ſuch 
1 a place as he would have ſtaid to deſend, if 
he could, with honour, have relmguiſhed.— 
Read his Lordſhip's opinion of that ſituation; 
ſo far back as July the sth, 1781, in a letter 
to yourſelf. I muſt AGAIN, (ſaid he) [r 
this was not the firſt time be had given you bis 
thoughts an the fubjefs;] talke che liberty of Salle 
ing your Excellency's ſerious attention to the 
queſtion of the uiliij of a DEFENSIVE. poſt in 
this country, which cannot have the ſmalleſt. 
influence an the war in Carolina, and which can 
only give us ſome acres of an unhealthy ſewamp, 
and is for ever liable to become a prey to a foreign 
enemy, with a temporary ſuperiority at ſea, De- 
| ſultory expeditions in the Cheſapeak, may be 
undertaken from New York, with as much 
eaſe, and more ſafety, whenever there is rea- 


* See pages 29 and 30 of the Narrative, 
L 5 
| | ſon 


EY c©8) 

ſon to ſuppoſe. that our naval force is likely 

to be ſuperior for two or three months. 
Here, Sir, you had ſufficient warning given 

you of his Lordſhip's ſituation —a ſituation 
or ever liable to become a Prey to a foreign 
auen, - With a temporary. ſuperiority at ſea *.” 

And yet, notwithſtanding this early admoni- -- 
. tion, (through all infirmity of your memory, 85 

I make no doubt) you venture to aver, 

that you never heard from his Lordſhip, 

that this ground was unfavourable, ill the 

day before he had offered to capitulate+. To the 
fame unfortunate laxity of brain, Sir Henry, 
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we muſt impute your aſſertion, that you 
L had never given him any ASSURANCES of 
{ the exertions of the navy, before your letter of 
1 | ' 1 
i *% We * . 3 3 | ' > 4 
1 the 24th of September, or © that any aſſur- 


ances whatſoever, given by you, could have 
prevented his attacking the Marquis de la 
Fayette, before Mr, Waſhington joined that 
General, which was on the 2 510 of September 1355 | 


- —— — 
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: * See Debrett's Parliamentary Regen No. XLI, | 


p- 180. 
+ See Narrative, P · 31. | + Ibid, | 
3 Will 
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Will you credit your own letters, Sir Hehryꝰ 


addreſſed to Lord Cornwallis, in which yo! 
tell him, * that Waſhington is moving his 
army with an appearance of haſte, and gives 
out, that he expects the, co operation of a 


conſiderable French Kg a but „ that 
his Lordſhip, however, may, be ner 0 


if this ſhould be the caſe, you ſhall either 


| endeavour to reinforce the AF under his com- 


mand, by all the means within the compaſs 


of ot powers, oR to mae OO! Palit e 


244 


ll him, chat forty Lail of Franch ſhips Were | 


counted at e ſixty leagues « diſtance from 


the coalt, % However, as Rear Admiral 


Graves, Sor being joined by Sir Samuel 
Hood, with fourteen coppered ſhips of. the 
line, failed from New York. on the 31ſt ult, 
with a fleet of. nineteen ail, beſides. ſome 
fifty-gun ſhips, you flattered yourſelf, bis 
Lordſhip would have little to apprehend from that 
of the French, 5 Now, pray, Sir Henry, after 

| : 5 deli- 


Here is one of the ad of September, 178, 


« 
3 „ 
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dende reviewving this letter of aint, . 
can your” with any compoſure of muſcles, 
affect to think you did not give Lord Corn⸗ 
owallis, all the encouragement 'you Could, to re- 
main in the poſt of York at that period? As 
4 the prriful quirk meant to be practiſed under 
he firm af aces of naval exertion, before 
mentioned, it m might do honour to a knight of 
Yhe oft ; bur whether it would ſhine with 
equal: luſtre among the memorabilia of a hnight 
of Be Bath: is to me ſomewhat problentaticat, 
"But 4 tl Is 18 nor the only encouragement his 
"Evrdſhip received from you, before the 24th. 
Or! the 66h of Semptember, 1781, | We find 
2 cheating him 1 in this manner * ce My 
rde as 1 find, by your Lordſhip" 8 letters, 
al De Graffe has got into the Cheſapeak, 
A 7 can have no. doubt, but Walhington is 1 
ng, with at leaſt 6oco French and Re- 
bel troops againſt you, I think the beſt way | 
to relieve. you, is to join you a5 foon as poſ- 
üble, with all the force that can be ſpared 


from hence, which i is about 4 00 men; they 


$ & TS 


are. 
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E already embirked, and "will proceed the 
inſtant I receive information. from the Ad- 


miral that we may venture, or that from 


other intelligence, the Gommodice. and 1 

ſhall judge ſufficient to move upon. She's 
FhHy accounts from Europe, we have e eve 
ry reaſon to expect Admiral Digby hourly on 
the coaſt. 

N beg your Lorddbip will "= me know, 
as ſoon as poſſible, your ideas, how the 
troops embarked for the Cheſapeak may be 
8 beſt employed for your relief, according to the 
ſtate of circumſtances, when you receive this 
letter. 1 Hall nat, however, Wait to receive your 
letter, ſhould I hear in he mean time, that 
the paſſage to you is open.“ 3 

Permit me to aſk you, Sir Henry, to 
what purpoſe are all theſe circumſtances of 
relief deſcribed 7—“ 4000 men. embarked,” 

—ready for the word of ſtarting, —** Admiral 
Digby hourly erpected on the coaſt,” —to give 
nerve to naval action ——* yourſelf deter- 
mined not to wait even the return of a letter, 
hut 5 r riſk : a Landing without information, ſo cer- 

"os | 6 
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tain were you « of ſu pport, and fo eager to re- 


lieve his Lordſhip.—Believe me, Sir, they. : 
were not your true friends, who adviſed you 


to ſay, that you had bees, between the 


time of the F rench fleet” 8 arriving in the 


Cheſapeak, and his [Lordſhip s] receiving 


information from you, that Sir Samuel Hood, , 
had joined Mr. Graves, (which was not till 
the 13th of September) —Ibar he would have 
tried to eſeape with part of his army" to the fouth- 
ward. — maintain, that no man, poſſe d of 
TRUTH er HONOUR, could have ſuggeſted Such 


an idea to you. — This after thought could never 
be your own,—The heart of Sir Henry Clin» 


ton could not harbour fo af iſſin-like a miſ- 
chief. Were it poſſible that his Lordſhip 


' ſhould have been forſaken by his wonted 


magnanimity—were it poſſible, that pannic- 
ſtruck, on the firſt : appearance of the French 
fleet, he ſhould have fled precipitately from 


his poſt, without firſt acquainting his Com- 


mander in Chief with his ſituation, or con- 
ſulting him- upon meaſures for his conduct. 
1 wn ths were theſe e things R his 


Lord- | 


( 83 5 
Lordſhip fo diſgraced ethic Abe 
but the hopes of Backe eft malignity, could have 
been gratified on ſo melancholy an occaſion? 
Tux, indeed, would all his goodly crop of 
laurels have been blaſted— THEN, indeed, 
would he have feaſted the envious, and the 
baſe.— With what face, THEN, could he 
have met his diſhonoured Sovereign, and his 
injured Country, while, with honeſt hand, 
ſome good IAaco held out to the world, theſe 
damning proofs of your gallant encouragement 
and enterprize, and his mean deſpondency and 
retreat !—a brave man has no poor ſuſpicions 
—no diſhonourable hopes—His confidence in 
himſelf, makes him flow to Pega 
His Lordſhip ated more in character. | 
ſent you word, Sir Henry, of the OD 


of the enemy, and waited your direction and 


advice, as you happened to be ſuperior 1N 
COMMAND, You loſt no time (notwithſtand- 
ing your, I truſt, carelgſi and lately adopted 
HOPES) of giving him the mg? cirRcuM-: 
STANTIAL reaſons to: ſuppoſe he | ſhould | 
be relieved. On this occaſion, you loft 

| 8 2 55 
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your. uſual fondneſs, for conditional. direce 
tion and advice. You ſpoke abſolutel ly of re- 
lief. If he retreated—that retreat would have 
been at his Lordſhip? 8 utmoſt peril. —Y ou gave 


| him no direction for his ſhield againſt future 


animadverſion. 

On this article, believe me, Sir Henry, 7 
my humanity has been pained to dwell ſo 
long, and I ſhall, therefore, with greater 
eagerneſs, ſhorten . my; obſervations on the 


reſt of the Narrative; as what is to come, 


appears to take its hue from what is paſt.— 
“ There were not any ASSURANCES 
[you'll pardon me, Sir Henry, for remarking 

this pettyfogging appropriatian of language] 
(you. ſay) whatſoever, given by. you, that 


; could have prevented his attacking the Mar- 


quis de la Fayette, before he joined, General 


Waſhington, which was on the 27th of Sep- 


tember. Not one? Pray, Sir Henry, what 


were the intimations already mentioned If 


they did not authorize him to retreat, they, 
of courſe, did not authorize him to ceaſe 


5 from labour ing to . his paſt in the beſt ſtate 


of 


8 1 - 
of defence, it could poſſibly admit. And, if 


ſo - you muſt ſee, that fo far from being in 
a capacity to attack the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette, before the 27th of September, (the day 


he joined General Waſhington) he was then 
hard at work with his whole torce, endea- 
vouring to fortify himſelf, ſo as to be able 


to keep out intruders, and to receive your 


good company, and that of your 4000 at» 
tendants, promiſed him by your' polite card 
of the 6th of the ſame month. But, that I 
may not be ſuſpected of a weak memory, 


(like my neighbours) take the worthy noble - 


man's own words for my aſſertion. In his 


letter to you of the/ 22d of Auguſt, 1781, 


dated from Vork Town, his Lordſhip tells 
you, That his experience of the fatigue 
and difficulty of conſtructing works in that 
warm ſeaſon, convinced him, that ALL the 
labour, that the troops there would be capable 
of, without ruining their health, would be 
required for at leaft six wWRERESs, to put the 
intended, works at this place in a folęrable ſtate 

| - | that 
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; ; ch Wert *y ſay, forty-two days, to the date of 


this letter, which is the 22d of Avguſt, we 
will find, that inſtead of thinking of ſcamper- 
g parties, his Lordſhip had as much work 
at home, as muſt have employed all his hands, 
till at eaſt the fir? of October; ſo that it was 
utterly impoſſible for him, conſiſtent with 
military etiquette, to have given the Marquis a 
meeting before the 27th of September, as 

you (probably owing to your knowledge of 
his Lordſhip being no way tardy on ſuch oc. | 

caſions) would appear to ſuppoſe he might. 

.- Having given you my thoughts of your 
encouragement to Lord Cornwallis, to heep his 
poſt, I fancy the world would think hardly 
of me (when the matter is in my power)g if 
I withheld Bir Lordſbip s own ſentiments on 


the buſineſs. You yourſelf, Sir Henry, fay, | 


in the fourth page of your Narrative, that 


letters, written to the moment, as events 


happened, are certainly the moſt faithful re- 


cords of actions, and intentions. —I liked the 


principle, and have hitherto conducted my 
review of your Narrative upon it ; and for the 
nt . ſame 


ſame reaſon now, that 1 am ** almoſt, ta 
my journeys end, I ſhall not deviate from it, 
His Lordſhip writes thus to. you, from York 
Town on the. 16th and 17th of Sept. 1 781, Sir, 
I have received your letter of the 24 and 6th, 


IF I had no hopes of relief, I would rar 
ther riſk an action than defend My HALP Fi- 


NISHED works. But as you ſay Admiral Dig- 
by is hourly expected, and have promiſed every 
exertion to 4% me. do not think myſelf juſ+ 
7 Mable i in putting the fateof the war upon ſo deſpe- 
rate an attempt. To this there is added a line 
or two, written on the 17th, —* Lieutenant 
Conway of the Cormorant is juſt arrived. He 
aſſures me, that ſince the Rhode Iſland 
ſquadron have Joined, they have thirty-ſix 
fail of the line. | | 
This place is in no ſtate of defence, if 
you cannot relieve me very ſoon, you muſt be 
prepared to hear the worlt.” 
On the laſt paſſage, Sir Henry, you eager- 
ly lay hold (a rufþ in the hands of one drown- 


*The whole of this PE lener may be ſeen in 
the Appendix, No, IX, 
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wig bas the falvatisi n of an oak), ke! you tell 


1 that until Lieutenant Conway, had 


ne his Lordſhip this information, he ap- 


pears to have implied, in all his letters, that 
he could hold out as long as all his ptovitions 


- laſted.” —True,—lt 1s granted. But he did 
not, "when be ſo writ, know that the French 

Had a ſuperior fleet to our's, and, conſequent - 
hy, he could not appretiend (encouraged as 
he was by your letters of the 2d and 6th) 


that he ſhould be left in the lutch, as he was 


at laſt. Notwithſtanding your boaſted pro- 
miſe of the 24th — on the receipt of which, 


indeed, nainely, on the 29th of September, 
giving it more credit than it appeared after= 


wards to merit—his Lordſhip's hopes re- 
vived, and in the warmth of his heart, on 


the occaſion, he writes as you mention, in 
page 25 of your Narrative: © I have no 
doubt, if relief arrives in any reaſonable time, 


"Gar bath York and Glouceſter will be in 


poſſeſſion of his Majeſty's troops. „And 
again, in the ſame. temper, and to animate 
you 


1 


you to the performance of your laſt ptomiſe-- 
of relief, made on the 24th ult. he tells you, 
on the zd of October, 1781, his works 
were in a better ſtate of defence, than he had 
reaſon to hope.” — In vain was his confidence 
in vain was his preſerverance—in | vain was 
his animation, 


| The King of France and forty thouſand men 
Went up the hill, and fo —— came down again / 

Sir Henry Clinton embarked his 4000 
troops made mighty buſtle held many 
councils and What ?—ſaved York Town? 
—=Pſha ! what an oaf art thou, Mr. Reader, to 
be ſo inattentive to the burden of the ballad ! 
He ſaved no York Towns—he g2barked his 
men, blockhead ! and ſo ſaved THEM AND 
HIMSELF, and left York tro meet its fate. | 

To be ſerious, Sir Henry, I have now 
diſſected your Narrative, and fo rotten a ſubs 
ject permit me to aſſure you, never in the 
| courſe of all my practice, (of the extent of 
which you may form ſome opinion, from my 
dexterity on this occaſion.) have I handled, 
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It will ſmell vilely in the noſtrils of the 
people. It was a thing long defunct, and it 
were, therefore, better, that it had remained 
for ever buried in the grave of oblivion. It 
was unwiſe to think diffidently,of the ſmiles 
of Royalty, and the merits of a long—long 1 5 
ſeven years SERVICE in America, and turn 
with reliance upon a thing like this ! 15 
What will the world now ſay !—It will 
doubtleſs pronounce, „„ that, as not only the 
miniber, but even the enemy *, thought the 


hole Britiſh force ſhould be employed in the 


reduction of Virginia, previous to northerly 
operations, you acted wrong in not employ- 
ing that force accordingly, before Lord Corn- 
wallis was neceſſitated to quit Wilmington as 
he did. —They will ſay, that inſtead of har- 
raſſing his Lordſhip's brave troops, by % and 

fro capricious orders, when he fat nimſelf 
down at Williamſburgh, you ought either 
to have joined his Lordihip in Virginia with 


all your force, or to have withdrawn . — 
Set 


pendix, 


tracts of General Waſhington's letters, in Ap- 
D No is 


1 _ The 


U 


e 

They will further ſay, that this latter mea- 
ſure of withdrawing his troops, was doubly 
incumbent on you, when you ought to have 
ſeen the imminent danger they ran of being 
| captured, on the appearance of ſo formidable 
a fleet, as that of France was, on the coaſt 
of America, Nay, they will ſay ſomething 
{till more grating than all this=they will 
| revive an old prophecy, broached a long time 
before Ihe unfortunate iſſue of the campaign in 
1781, * that the triumph of Charles Town, 
portended the diſaſter at York ; and that, from 

the LAWRELS of Camden, would be extracted 
the Bang of the Britiſh Empire on the Con- 
tinent. 5 | 


© THEMISTOCLES: 
85 e 


P. 8. Having, in the correction of your 
charges againſt Lord Cornwallis, neceſſarily 
rendered your Narrative, Sir Henry, almoſt 
one entire blot, I would conſider it an un- 
manly triumph, to proceed immediately to 
another ſcore. For this reaſon, I leave you 
and the Commiſſioners of Accounts, to ſettle the 
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matters mentioned in the concluſion of your 
. pamphlet, in the beſt mode you may. And, | 
for the ſame reaſon, I ſhall not enter upon 
the examination of thoſe charges, which you 


have conjured up againſt yourſelf, in pages 


13 and 14 but fincerely hope, in that bu- 
fineſs, you have regarded the rule of (I think | 


it is) Quintilian.“ Never to raiſe objec- 


tions, which it is not in your power to ſup- 
' preſs,” I cannot, however, take my final 
leave of you, without giving you one hu- 
mane piece of counſel : Henceforward, diſ- 


card Hieophancy—and take honour and common 


fenſe as your ſecretaries This done, your” 


friends will never bluſh for the productions 
of your bureau, 
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APP END IX. 


NUMBER I. 


Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Earl 
_ Cornwallis to Major-General Phillips, dated 
Wimmgton, 24th April, 1781, 


«« Dear Phillips, 


Y ſituation here is very diſtreſſing; 

| Greene took the advantage of my 
being obliged to come to this place, and hag 
marched to South Carolina; my expreſſes to 
Lord Rawdon on my leaving Croſs creeæ, 
warning him of the poſſibility of tuch a 
movement have all failed; mountaineers and | | 
militia have poured into the back part of that 
PLOVINeR, and I much fear that Lord Raw- 


cc 


don $ 


i} 


. 
don's poſts will be ſo diſtant from each others 
and his troops ſo ſcattered, as to put him into 
he greateſt danger of being beat in detail, 
and that the worſt of conſequences may hap- 
pen to moſt of the troops out of Charles wx 
* Town. By a dire move towards Camden, 
J cannot get time enough to relieve Lord 
Rawdon, and ſhould he have fallen, my ar- 
Ws | my would be Expoſed to the utmoſt danger 
bi from the great rivers I ſhould have to pals, 
the exhauſted ſtate of the country, the nu- 
f E merous militis, the almoſt univerſal ſpirit of 
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revolt, which prevails in South Carolina, 
and the ſtrength of Greene s. army, whoſe 
Continentals alone, are at leaſt as numerous 
as I am; and I could be of no uſe on my ar- 
rival at Charles Town, there being nothing to 
. apprehend at preſent for that poſt : I ſhall, 


therefore, immediately march up the country 
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to Duplin Court Houſe, pointing towards 
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| Hillſborough, in hopes to withdraw Greene ; 
if that ſhould not ſucceed, I ſhould be much 
tempted to try to form a junction with you. 


—— 
—— 


— 
—— - i * 
— * 
„ c 
4 
> 


— th x, ai — . 


The * 18 exceedingly hazardous, and 
many 


— 7 —— ws 
- "oO —4 * 
wh — 9 4 
— 


—— 
— : : 2 rV ; 
Saws. @ 4 l 2 p — 5 
tft!!! —8 ou 
= — 7 ＋ 2 — 5 = 2 — 
8 —— — or ut 0 2 — — wa, 
— — — — — OB 


— 2 


* 
4 
4 
G 
7 
; 


© = > cog tm Per ee 
l 


rr: 
LO eh — 


( 65 ) 

many unforeſeen difficulties may com it 

totally impracticable; ſo that you muſt not 
| take any ſteps that may expoſe your army to 

the danger of being ruined. I ſhall march 
to the loweſt ford of the Roanoke, which I 
am informed is about twenty miles aboye 
Taylor's F erry. Send every poſſible intelli- 
gence to me by the cypher I incloſe, and 
make every movement in your power to fa- 
cilitate our meeting, which muſt be ſome- 
where near Peterſburgh, with ſafety to your 
own army. I mention the loweſt ford, be- 
cauſe, in an hoſtile country, ferries cannot be 
depended upon, but if I ſhould decide upon 
the meaſure of endeavouring to come to you, 
I ſhall endeavour to ſurprize the boats at ſome 
of the ferries from Halifax upwards. 


J am yours, &c. 


(Signed) „ CORNWALLIS.” 
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NUMBER Il. 
Copy of a Letter from Earl Cormwallis 15 
Lord George Germain, dated im, 
North Garona, 23d — 1 225 ; 


"66 My Labs; 
1 yeſterday received an 1 expreſs, by a a 
ſmall veſſel from Charles Town, informing 


me, that a frigate was there, but not then 
able to get over the bar, with diſpatches 


from Sir Henry Clinton, notifying to me, 
that Major General Phillips had been cb h 
ed into the Cheſapeak, with a confiderable 
force, with inſtructions to co-operate with 
this army, and to put himſelf under my 
orders, This expreſs likewiſe brought me 
diſagreeable accounts, that the upper poſts 
of South Carolina were in the moſt imminent 
danger, from an alarming ſpirit of revolt 


among many of the people, and by a move» 


ment. of General Greene's army. 
55 ' : = 4 Al. 


4 
| * Although the pelle“ I ſent from 
Croſs-creek, to inform Lord Rawdon of the 
neceflity I was under of coming to this place, 
and to warn him of the poſſibility of ſuch an 
attempt of the enemy, had all miſcarried, 
yet his Lordſhip was lucky enough to be 
apprized of Greene's approach, at leaſt ſix, 
days before he could poſlibly reach Cam- 
den ; and I am therefore ſtill induced to hope, 
from my opinion of his Lordſhip's abilities, 
and the precautions taken by him and Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Balfour, that we ſhall not be 
ſo unfortunate as to loſe any eonſiderable 

COrPS. as 5 | 
The diſtance from hence to Camden 
the want of forage and ſubſiſtence on the 
greateſt part of the road and the difficulty 
of paſſing. the Pedee, when oppoſed by an 
enemy, render it utterly impoſſible for me 
to give immediate aſſiſtance, and I apprehend 
a a poſſibility of the utmoſt hazard to this little 
corps, without the chance of a benefit in the 
attempt: for if we are ſo unlucky as to ſuf- 
fer a ſevere blow in South Carolina, the ſpirit 
I , 
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of revolt in that province would bec6the very 
general, and the numerous Rebels in this 


province, be encouraged to be more than 
ever active and violent: this might enable 


General Greene to hem me in among the 
great rivers, and by cutting off our ſubſiſt» 
ence, render our arms uſeleſs. And to re- 
main here for tranſports to carry us off, 
would be a work of time would loſe our 
cavalry—and be otherwiſe as ruinous and 
diſgraceful to Britain, as moſt events could 
be. I have, therefore, under ſo many em- 
barraſſing circumſtances, (but looking upon 
Charles Town as ſafe from any immediate 
attack from the Rebels) reſolved to take ad- 
vantage of General Greene's having left the 
back part of Virginia open, and march im- 


mediately into that province, to attempt a 


junction with General Phillips. 3 

I have more readily decided upon this 
meaſure, becauſe, if General Greene fails in 
the object of his march, his retreat will re- 
| eve South Carolina; and my force being very 
ſufficient for offenſive operations, in this 
pro- 


— 


„ 
province, may be employed uſefully in Vir- 
ginia, in conjunction with the corps under 
the command of General Phillinss 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) . CORNWALLIS,” 
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Copy of a Letter from Earl Cormwalks to Sir 
Henry Clinton, dated Wilmington, 24th April, 
1781, 5 DEN | 


„ 8I R. 
„ have the honour to incloſe to you, a 
duplicate of my letter of the roth, ſent by 


5 the Amphitrite, and copies of all my letters, 


to the Secretary of State, as they contain the 
moſt exact account of every tranſaction of the 
campaign, of the preſent ſtate of things in 
this diſtrict, of my great apprehenſions from 
the movement of General Greene towards 
. 12 | Cam- 
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Camden, and my 3 in conſequence 


of it—1 have nothing to add to it for your 
Excellency' 8 ſatisfaction. Neither my ca- 


valry, nor infantry, are in readineſs to move. 


The former are in want of every thing— the 


latter, of every neceſſary but ſhoes, of which 

we have received an ample ſupply ; I muſt, 
however, begin my march to-morrow. It 
is very diſagreeable to me, to decide upon 
meaſures, ſo very important, and of ſuch 


| conſequence -to the general conduct of the 
war, without an opportunity of procuring 
your Excellency's directions or approbation; 


but the delay and difficulty of conveying 
letters, and the impoſſibility of waiting for 
anſwers, render it indiſ penſibly neceſſary. 

% My preſent, undertaking fits heavy on 

my mind. I have experienced the dangers, 
and diſtreſſes, of marching ſome hundreds of 
miles, in a country chiefly hoſtile, without 
one active or uſeful friend, without intelli- 
gence, and without communication with any 
part of the country. The ſituation in which 
4 leave South Carolina, adds much to my 


8 


an x1ety | ; 


( 84 


_ anxiety ; yet, I am under the neeeſſity of 


adopting this hazardous enterprize haſtily, 
and with the appearance of precipitation, as 


I find there is no proſpect of ſpeedy rein- 


forcement from Europe, and that the return 


of Greene to North Carolina, either witk 
or without ſucceſs, would put a junction 


wah General Phillips out of my power. 
I am, Sir, &c. 
(Signed) 80 CORNWALLIS. y 


NUMBER IV. 


£C 72 of a Letter from Earl C ormwallis to Sir 


Hemy Clinton, dated JW; Hong, 2 "ny April, 


«SIR, : 


e I haye reflected very ſeriouſly on the 
ſubject of my attempt to march into Virgi- 
nia, and haus, in conſequence, written a 

letter 
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Ce) . 
letter to Major General Phillips, of which T 
have the honour to incloſe a copy to 2 8 
Excellency. 


I have likewiſe directed Lieutenant. Co- 
lonel Balfour to ſend tranſports and provi- 
ſions to this port, in caſe I ſhould find the . 
junction with General Phillips inexpedient 
or impracticable, and that I ſhould have the 

: mortification of ſeeing that there is no other 
method of conveying his Majeſty's troops to 
South Carolina, without expoſing them ta 
the moſt evident danger of being loſt. 

« lam, &. 


(Signed) © CORNWALLIS.” 


* 


1 8 
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Extract of a Letter from Lord G eorge Gere 


main to Earl "+ ornwallis, dated V. hitehall, 
March 7th, 1781. ” 


„ My Lord, 
have had the honour to receive and lay 
before the King, your Lordſhip's diſpatch of 
ve, the 
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the 18th of December from Wen a 


tranſmitting copies of your own and Lord 


Rawdon's letters to Sir H. Clinton and Bri- 
gadier Gen. Leſlie; and his Majeſty obſerved, 
with particular ſatisfaction, that you were 
in perfect health when the former were writ- 
ten; and I beg leave to add my own congra- 
tulation upon your Lordſhip's recovery. 
The reaſons which you aſſign for calling 
General Leſlie from Virginia, are founded iti 
wiſdom, and could not fail being: approved 
by the King ; and as I have had the pleaſure 
to learn from Colonel Balfour, that General 
Leſlie had joined you, and you were in mo- 
tion on the 11th of January, I make no 
doubt but your Lordſhip will, by this time. 
have had the honour to recover the province. 


ef North Carolina to his Majeſty ; and I am, 


even ſanguine enough to hope, from your 
125 Lordſhip's diſtinguiſhed abilities, and zeal 
for the King's ſervice, that the recovery of a 
part of Virginia, will crown your ſucceſſes 
before the ſeaſon. becomes too intemperate for 

land 


wg 


6 8 
tatid operations, as Sir Henry Clinton has ins 

formed me that he has ſent a forte under 

| Brigadier General Arnold, to replace Gene- 

tal Leſlie's at Portſmouth, and eps 


with Pour Lordſhip. 
a, * Iam, &c. 


5 EO. GERMAIN.” ” 


Extract of a Letter from Lord George Germain 
to Sir Henry Clinton, dated Wi bitehall, nth 
March, 178 ks 

The revolt of the Penſylvania line and : 
Jerſey brigade, though not attended with all 
- the good confeqyences that might have been. 
expected, are certainly events of very great 
importance, and muſt have very extenſive 
effects, both in reducing Waſhington's preſent 
e and r its being roeeaited by |; 
yourſelf of 6 3 our own n great | 
ſuperiority, to ſend a conſiderable force to 
the head of the Cheſapeak, as ſoon as the 


ſeaſon will permit operations to be carried on 
in 


a 2 


in that quarter. 1 flatter myſelf the ſouthern 
provinces will be recovered to his Majeſty's | 
obedience before the long- promiſed ſuccours 
(none of which are yet ſailed) can arrive 
from France; and Mr. Waſhington, unable 
to draw ſubſiſtence for his troops, from the 
weſt ſide of Hudſon” River, be compelled to 
croſs it, and take erbse in che eaſtern pro- 
vinces. ö n 
lam very anxious to hear of Lord Corn- 
wallis's progreſs, ſince General Leſlie joined 
Him; 1 have no doubt his movements will be 
rapid and deciſive ; for his Lordſhip appears 
to be fully impreſſed. with the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of vigorous exertions, in the ſetries of 
his country in its preſent circumſtanbes. 57 - 
The ſucgeſs of General ee . 
prize up James River, which the rebel news- 
papers confirm, muſt greatly facilitate his 
Lordſhip's operations, by cutting off Greene's 
_ ſupplies, and obliging the militia to return 
to take care of their own property. 


& 


@ Io. N U M. 


. : 1 
1 r s 
* 8 80 + ' 

t "ES 5 : - — AZ + * «4 4 


N MB, E ; 3, et 


Pt 


22 fa Birke from Earl Cortwdllis Fa 
Sur, Henry Clinton, K. B. dated at Bird's 
Plantation, North of James W 26th 

1 Moy, 1781 r : 


al. I hope that our 8 das regeived 
my letters from Wilmington, and one of the 
20th from Petersburgh as the latter went 
by an, uncertain enges, I ſend a dark 
cate of it. 

*« The arrival of teria EY 
en Portſmouth for the preſent. 1 
have ſent General Leſlie thither with the 17th 

regiment, and the two battalions af Anſpach, 
keeping the 43d regiment with the army. 811 
„ ſhall now proceed to diſlodge La Fa- 
yette from Richmond, and with my light 
troops to daſtt oy any magazine or ſtores in 
the neighbourhood, which may have been 
collected, either for his uſe or General 
Greene's army; from thence 1 purpoſe to 
| move 
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move to the Neck at Williamſburgh, which! 
is repreſented as healthy, and where ſome 
fubſiſtence may he procured; and keep my- 
ſelf unengaged from operations which might 
interfere with your plan for the campaign, un- 
til I have the ſatisfaction of hearing from you. 
F hope I ſhall then have an opportunity to 
receive better information than has hitherto 
been in my power to procure, relative to a 
proper harbour and place of arms; at pre- 
ſent: I am inclined” to think well of York.” 


NUMBER vu. 


Evtrat how Sir H. Clinton s Inftrus Hons 10 
| Major-General Phlkps; dated March 10% 
1781. . 


4e If the Admiral diſapproving of Portſ- . 
mouth, and requiring a fortified ſtatioh for 
| RR - 


F<; 


ak N” 78 * 


large ſhips in the Cheſapeak, could propoſs 
York Town, or Qld Point Comfort, if poſs 

75 ſeſſion of either can be acquired and maine e 
| tained without great riſk or loſs, you are 
at liberty to take poſſeſſion thereof. But if 
the objections are ſuch as you think forcible, 


you muſt, after ſtating thoſe objections, de- 


cline it till ſolid operations take place in 
the Cheſapeak. 8 


| Ertrae from the Subſtance of Converſations 
held with General Phillips, ſent to that 
General Officer for his Guidance. . 


But if the heights of Werk and thoſe 
Glouceſter ſide, cannot be ſo well 
and ſo ſoon fortified as to render that poſt 
hors di jnſult before the enemy can move a force, 
Kc. againſt it, it may not be adviſeable to at- 
tempt it. In that caſe ſomething may boſ- 
ſibly be ne at Old Point Comfort to cover 
large fhips lying in Hampton road, which is 
feckoned a good one. If neither can be ſe- 

e cured, 


On 
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cured, we muſt content bülſelves with keeps 


ing the Cheſapeak, with frigates and other 
armed veſſels, which will always find ſecu- 


rity againſt a ſuperior naval force in Eliza- 
bore River.” | N 


W in the above letter the follbreing 
extratts from Sir Henry e op to 98 


Jar General Ds.” 


Avil 56, oe I. 
. Lr Cornwallis's arrival at Wilming- 


s ton has conſiderably changed the complexion 


of our affairs to the ſouthward ; and all ope- 


rations to the northward muſt probably give 
place to thoſe in favour of his Lordſhip, 


which at preſent appear to require our more 


immediate attention, I know nothing of his 
Lordſhip” 8 ſituation, but what þ have learnt 


from his letter to me of the 1oth, which you 


have read. I had great hopes, before I re- 
ceived this letter, that his Lordſhip would 
have been in a condition to ſpare me a conſide- 


rable part of his army from Carolina, for the 
. ope- 


18 


operations in 1 Cheſapeak ; but you will obſerve 


from it, that inſtead of ſending any part of his 


preſent force thither, he propoſes to detain 


a part of the reinforcement coming from Eu- 985 


ve rope for his more ſouthern operations, even 


though they ſhould be defenſive, I ſhall 


therefore take the opinions of the general of- 


ficers near me, upon the preſent ſtate of our 


affairs, and afterwards ſend you ſuch a rein- 
forcement from this army, as we may judge 
can be done with tolerable. ſecurity to this poſt, 
at leaſt, while we remain ſuperior at ſea, _ 
April 30, 1781, To the ſame, © If 
Lord Cornwallis propoſes no operation to you 
ſoon (that is, before the month of June) and 
you ſee none that will operate for him direetly. ' 
I think the beſt .;adiref? one in his favour 
will be what you and General Arnold have 
propoſed to me in Number 10 of your Joint 
letter of the 18th inſtant. The only riſk 
you run is from a temporary ſuperiority of 
the enemy at ſea; it is, however, an impor- 
tant move, and ought, in my opinion, to 
be tried, even with ſome riſk. Give me timely 


W 


s 
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information of your ng move, al if 
poffible-I will follow you inte —' with 
fuch a ſmall reinforcement: as 1 can at the time 
27 hint 1 E 
If the next * does f not Cuy: me in 
I ſhall probably retire and leave the 
command to Lord Cornwallis ; to whom it 
will be my advice to. try the only experiment 
; that. in my opinion can operate, if the one in 
N Carolina has failed. For as to Virginia, I 
know none We. can reduce that 29 in 
one campaigg. 

As you l to think, bee you re- 
ceived Lord Cornwallis's letter, that all direct 
operation in favour of his Lordſhip would 
ceaſe by the end of May, &c. pray let me 
receive General Arnold's and your opinion 
as ſoon as poſſible; I confeſs, I am not ſan- 
guine; but if the experiment can be tried with- 
out any other riſk than from the enemy's ſu- 
periority at ſea, I ſhould with to do it. 
„Should Lord Cornwallis determine on 
a defenſive in the Carolinas, he ſurely cannot 
want any of the European reinforcement, and 


will 


; Hay | 


w of conrle, ſend it to you, and all muell 
other as ſhall arrive; thus reinforced, if after 
leaving a ſufficient. garriſon in Elizabeth Riz | 
ver, you can Proceed to — I think we ſhall 
be in force to give this a fair trial; and I ma 

; cave you in the command there, unleſs things 
jonld take . more favourable turn In the 
arolinas, and Lord Cornwallis's preſence 
there be no longer necéſſaty. For until they 
db, L ſhould! imagine he will bot quit'them. | 
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N U, M BI E R. vu. 
ca bY a Wel Kita E arl 0 nene to Si 
Henry Clinton, dated Wi eee yo 
: . 8 _ e 8 


1 The morning after my al 1 was 
honoured with your Excellency's diſpatches 
of the 11th and 15th- inſtant,” delivered by 
Enſign Amiel. By them, I find, that you 
think, if any offenſive army could be ſpared, 

TD. N. 


te 


55 whutd not be adviſeable to employ i it in 


his province. If is natural for every officer to turn 


Bis thoughts particularly to the part of the war 
in which he has been moſt employed”; and as the 
 feeurity, at leaft, of South Carolina, if not the 
reduftion of North Carolina, ſeemed to be gene- 
rally expetied from me, both in this country and 
tn England, I thought myſelf called upon, after 
the experiment I had made had failed, to point 
out the only mode, in my opinion, of effecting u; 
and to declare, that until Virginia wwas 10 a _ 
fubjefied; 108 could not reduce North Carolina, or 
have any certainty of the back country of South 
Carolina ; the want of navigation rendering it im- 
fofible to maintain a ſufficient army in either of 
theſe provinces, at a conſiderable dj Nance from the 
coaſt ; and the men and riches of Virginia furni ** 
ing ample ſubplies 10 the Rebel ſouthern army. I 
will not ſay much in praiſe of the militia of the 
ſouthern colonies—but the lift of the Britiſh officers 
and ſoldiers tilled and wounded by them fince laſt 
June, proves but too fatally, that my are not 
wholly contemptible. | 

Vour Excellency being charged with 
the * of the whole American war, your 
| 5 "op 


t. 
opinions, of courſe, are leſs partial, and are 
directed to all its parts; to thoſe opinions it 


© 


is my Jovy implicitly to eee 5 
Being in the place of General Phill os, I 


| thought myſelf called upon by you, to give 


you my opinion with all deference; however, 
m opinion is at preſent of no great importance; ac 
it appears, from your Excellency's diſpatches, that 


in the execution of theſe ideas, a co-operation was 


mended from your fide, which NOW could not be 
depended upon, from the uncertainty of THE PER- 
MANENCY of our naval fu periority, and your 
apprehenſions of an intended ſerious attempt 
upon New Vork. I have, therefore, loſt no 
time in taking meaſures for complying with 


the requiſition contained in your — of 
the 15th. inſtant. 


Upon viewimg T WH T was hands of bi- 


non, that it far exceeds. our - power, confiſtenn 
with your plans, 10 make fafe defenſive poſts there, 


and at Gloucgſter, both of vuhichb would be neceſ- 


Jary for Ihe protection of ſhippimg. The ſtate of 


the tranſports has not yet been reported to 
me, but I have ordered the few. that are at 


FP ortſ- 


0 


850 


Portſmouth to be got rndy ; and as Bo as 
I have paſſed James River, (for which pur- 
poſe the boats are collecting) and can get a 
convoy, they ſhall be diſpatched with as | 
many troops as they will contain, and ſhall 5 
be followed by others, as faſt as you ſend 
1 to receive them. When I ſec 
Portſmouth, I ſhall give my opinion of the 
number of men neceſſary for its defence, or 
of any other poſt that may be thought more 
proper. But as magazines, &c. may be dgſtroy- 
ed by occafional expeditions from New 20 ork, and 
there is little chance of being able to eſtabliſh a 
port capable of giving effectual protection to 
| ſhips of war, I ſubmit it to your Excellency's 
conſideration, whether it is worth while to 
hold a ſickly defenſive poſt in this bay, which 
will always be expoſed to a fudden French 
attack, and which experience has now ſhewn, 
makes no diperſion in favour of the ſouthern. 
army. 42 
« Tarleton was ; lucky enough to intercept 
an expreſs, with letters from Greene and La 
Fayette, of which the incloſed are copies. 
| L:2 by 


© 5. 
By them, you will ſee General Greene's intention 
of caming to the northward, and that fart of the 
reinforcement deflined for this army, was 8TOP- 
PED IN CONSEQUENCE OF, MY ARRIVAL HERE, 
As ſoon as it is evident that our plan is 
nearly DEFENSIVE here, there can be little doubt 
of his returning to the ſouthward, and of the 


reinforcements proceeding to join his army, 


I ſtill continue in the moſt painful anxiety 


for the ſituation of South Carolina. Your 
Excellency will have received accounts of 
- Lord Rawdon's proceedings, previous to his 


arrival at Monk's Corner, and of his intend- 


; ed operations, My laſt account from him, 


is in a note to Lieutenant Colonel Balfour, 
dated the gth inſtant, at Four-Hole Bridge, 
and he was then in great hopes of being in 
time to ſave Cruger. 1 have ordered Colonel 


| Gould to proceed, as ſoon as a convoy could 


be procured, with the 19th and goth regi- 
ments to New York, leaving the 3d regi- 
ment and flank companies in South Carolina, 
till your pleaſure be known. I named the 
Fank companies, becauſe they might be diſ- 

3 tant 


tant at the time of the arrival of the order; 
and as a corps, capable of exertion, is much 
wanted on that ſervice, your Excellency well 
knows my opinion of a defenſive war on the 
frontiers of South Carolina. From the ſtate 


of Lord Rawdon's health, it is impoſſible 
that he can remain; for which reaſon, al- 


though the command in that quarter can only 


be attended with mortification and diſap- 
pointment, yet, as I came to America with 


no other view, than to endeavour to be uſeful 
to my country, and as ] do not think it poſſible 
# render any ſervice in a de efenſroe ſituation here, 
1 am willing to repair to Charles Town, if 
you approve of it; and in the mean time, I 
| ſhall do every thing in my power to arrange 
matters here, till I haye your anſwer. La 


Fayette's continentals, I believe, conſiſt of 


about 17 or 1800 men, excluſive of ſome 


twelve- months men, collected by Steuben. 
He has received conſiderable reinforcements. 


of militia, and about 800 mountain rifle- 
men under Campbell. He keeps, with his 
body, about 18 or. 20 ride from us; his ad- 
vanced 


vanced corps about 10 or 12, probably with 
an intention of inſulting our rear-guard, 
| when we paſs James. River.“ I hope, how- 
ever, to put that out of his power, by croſ- 
ſing at James City Ifland ; and, if I can get 

a favourable. opportunity of ſtriking a blow 
at him, without loſs of time, I will certainly 
try it. I will likewiſe attempt water expe- 
ditions, if objects preſent themſelves after 
my arrival at Portſmouth. I feel moſt ſin- 
_ cerely for the ſufferings of the unfortunate 
Loyaliſts—but, being of opinion that a de- 
tachment would not afford them ſubſtantial 
and permanent relief, I ſhall not venture ſuch | 
a ſtep, unleſs your ROT ſhould thaok 
| in 5 to direct it.“ 


Extract of a Letter from + Sir Henry Cl mton, 
K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated Head Quar- 
ters, New York, 8th July, 1781. : f 


* By your Lordſhip's anſwer to my letters 
.of 151 [ Ith and 15th ultimo, (which are the 
- only 


N ( 9. ) 


only ones you acknowledge the receipt of, 0 


and in which I made requiſition for ſome of 
the corps ſerving in the Cheſapeak, f you. 
could ſpare them) 1 am to underſtand, that 
your Lordſhip does not think that, with the 
remainder, (which would have amounted to 
at leaſt 4000, fuppoſing even that you had 
ſent me 3000) you could maintain the poſt 
1 had propoſed to be occupied at York Town, 
&c. ſo neceſlary 1 in every reſpect to cover our 
fleet, and give us entire command over the 
entrance of chat bay. I therefore think pro- 
per to mention to your Lordſhip, that what- 
ever my ideas have been of the force ſuffi- 
cient to maintain that ſtation, and the cor- 
reſponding one on the Glouceſter ſide, your 
Lordſhip was left the ſole judge of that ſuf- 
ficiency, to the whole amount of the corps 
under your immediate orders in Virginia, 
nor did I mean to draw a fingle man from 
you, until you had provided for a reſpectable 
defenſive, and detained a ſmall corps for de- 
ſultory water expeditions : for my requiſition 
was made after the receipt of your Lordſhip's 
letter 


(6) 
letter of the 26th of May, from which 1 aps 


prehended, that you had no immediate opera- 
non of your o to propoſe; and did not 


= ink it expedient; to adopt the one I had re” 
| = commended to General Phillips ; but 1 con- 
, I could not conceive you would require 
i above 4000, in a ſtation wherein General 
bk Arnold had repreſented to me (upon report of 
Dull Simcve) that 2000 men would be amply 
ſufficient; and being ſtrongly impreſſed with” 

dhe neceſſity of our holding a naval ſtation for 
large thips as well as fmall, and judging that” . 
York Town was of importance for ſeeuring 
ſuch a one, 1 cannot but be concerned that 
your Lordſhip would ſo ſuddenly loſe: ſight 
44 a of it, paſs James River, aud retire with your 
army to the ſickly poſt at Portſmouth, where 
your horſes will, I fear, be ſtarved; and a 
hundred other inconveniences will attend 
you; and this, my Lord, as you are pleaſed 
to ſay, becauſe you were of opinion that it 
exceeded your power, conſiſtent with my 
plans, to make ſafe defenſive poſts there, 
and. at Glouceſter. - * plans, my Lord, 

; were 


E 
were to draw. from Chefapeak, as well fof 
the ſake of their. health, as for a neceſſary 
defenſive i in this important poſt, ſuch troops 
as your Lordſhip could {pare from a reſpect- 
able defenſive of Vork, Glouceſter, or ſuch 
other ſtation, as was proper to cover line of 
battle ſhips, and all the other ſervices I had 
recommended; but I could not poſſibly 
mean, that your, Lordſhip ſhould for this, 
give up the hold of a ſtation, ſo important 
for the purpoſes 1 deſigned, and which, I 
think, La Fayette will immediately ſeize and 
| fortify, the moment he hears you have re- 
paſſed James River; for, though. I am to 
ſuppoſe the enemy will be as little able ta 
defend it with 5000 men, as your Lordſhip 
Judges yourſelf to be, and of courſe may, for 
the ſame reaſon, be diſpoſſeſſed, I ſhould be 
ſorry to begin with a ſiege, the operations 1 
am determined to carry on in the Cheſapeak, 
whenever the ſeaſon will admit of them. 1 
will, therefore, conſult Rear Admiral Graves 
on this ſubject, and let your Lordſhip bave 
our joint opinion in conſequence. 


M With 


* 


1 920 

With regard to Portſmouth, your Lord- 
Thip will have ſeen by my former letters, and 
the papers in your poſſeſſion, that when I 
ſent General Leſlie to the Cheſapeak, I onlx 
wiſhed for a ſtation to cover bur cruizing 
frigates, and other ſmall Thips. | Bis 

That general officer thought proper to 
make choice of Portſmouth, and had, I doubt 
not, good reaſons for ſo doing. But it has 
ever been my opinion, that if a better could 
be found, eſpecially for covering line-of-bat= . * 
tle ſhips, it ought to have the preference; and 


T think, if Old Point Comfort will ſecure 
Hampton Road, that is the ſation we ought 


to chooſe; for if Elizabeth River is at all 
kept, a ſmall poſt for about three hundred 


men at Mill Point, would, in my opinion, 
anſwer. But as to quitting the Cheſapeak 


entirely, I cannot entertain a thought of ſuch 
a meaſure, but ſhall, moſt probably, on the 
contrary, ſend there, as ſoon as the ſeaſon 


returns for acting in that climate, all the 

troops which can poſſibly be ſpared from the 

different poſts under my command. I there- 
fore 


1 "93 5 on. 


- 7" flatter myſelf, that even although your 
Lordſhip may have quitted York, and de- 
tached troops to me, that you will have a 
ſufficiency to re-occupy it, or that . you will 
at leaſt hold Old Point Comfort, if it is poſ- 
fible to do it without Vork. 

w_ find by the intercepted letters you ſent 
me, that La F ayette's continentals, when 
joined by Steuben and Wayne, do not alto» 
_ gether exceed one thouſand eight hundred, 
and that, even if he could collect a nume- 
rous militia, he had but few arms to put into 
their hands, and thoſe your Lordſhip, I ſee, 
has effectually deſtroyed. It likewiſe appears, 
that although Greene may himſelf come to 
the northward, his corps is to remain in 
South Carolina; I therefore ſuppoſe your 
Lordſhip has recollected this, when you ſent 
orders to Brigadier-General Gould to bring 
the 19th and Zoth regiments to this place, 
eſpecially as you tell me, you ſtill continue 
in the moſt painful anxiety for the fituation:: 
of that province. 


M 2 I am 


1 5 0 94 + 
| _T am ſorry Lord Rawdon' s health ſhould 
3 oblige him to return to Europe, I think it | 
2 is highly proper, that either your Lordſhip, 
| General Leſlie, or General O'Hara, ſhould 
go to Charles-town; but I can by no means 
conſent to your Lordſhip's going thither, be- 
fore you hear farther from me, for very eflen- 
tial reaſons, which I ſhall not now trouble 
your Lordſhip with. 

I was very unhappy to hear of the unfor- 
tunate move of our friends, and its conſe- 
quences; but as it is probable, they have no 
arms to defend themſelves, I ſhould imagine, 
that if a ſtation could be found in their 
neighbourhood, which was ſafe and tenable, 

and arms could be given them, it might be 

the means of ſaving them. Your Lordſhip. p 
will, however, as being upon. the ſpot, be . 
the beſt judge how far this may be proper, 

or practicable, for as I know nothingdof the 
diſtrict, where this is ſuppoſed to have hap- 
pened, or what their numbers are, I cannot 

ſay how far it may be expedient to give 
them aſſiſtance. Your Lordſhip has, I be- 


lieve, 
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eres many. ſpare arms in Cheſapeak, and 
there are likewiſe a conſiderable number at 
Charles-town; but if any ſhould be wanted 
from beuce, 1 will ſpare as many as I can. 


WW 
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Erz A 4 | Letter Then Earl c mae fo 
Sir Henry Clinton, dated Y: ork-town, Vi er 


20 Auguſt, 1 781, 


EY beg leave to affure' your Excellency, 
that before I reſolved to paſs James River, tg 
enable me to comply with your requiſition of 
: troops, I had very maturely conſidered the 
general tenor of your diſpatches to Gene- 
ral Phillips, as well as thoſe to me of tho 
1:th and 1 5th of June,, delivered on the 26th, 
by Enſign Amiel, and when 1 decided upon 


3 


that meaſure, I ſufficiently felt how. morti- 


fying i it was to me perſonally, and how much 


_ 


the reputation of his Majeſty's arms Wn 


Aer by it in this province. 


. But your Excellency was pleaſed to give 


me to underſtand, ; in your diſpatch of the 
10 Itith, 


. 
1 ich, that you wiſhed to concentrate your 
force, being threatened with an attack at 
New-Vork, by General Waſhington, with 
twenty thouſand men at leaſt, beſides an ex- 
pected French reinforcement, and the nume- 
rous militia of the five neighbouring pro- 
vinces; and in your diſpatch 15th, ſuppoſing 
that I had not thought it expedifat to engage 
in operations in the Upper Cheſapeak, and 
that thoſe I had undertaken in this province 
would be finiſhed, you require, that part of 
the troops mentioned in a liſt, contained in a 
former diſpatch, ſhould be embarked to be 
fent to New-York, with all poſſible diſpatch ; 
notifying to me at the fame time, that you 
would, in proper time, ſolicit the Admiral 
to'ſend more tranſports to the Cheſapeak, in 
which you defired that I would ſend the re- 
maining troops, that I judged could be ſpared 
from the defence of the poſts I might occupy, 
as you did not think it adviſeable to leave 
more troops in this unhealthy climate, at this 
. ſeaſon of the year, than what were abſolutely 
wanted 


ä 
wanted for a defenſive, and defultory wates 
_ excurſions. - | 
My own operations being caiud, _ 
being of opinion, that with the force under | 
my command, and circumſtanced as I was, 
in a variety of reſpects, it would have been 
highly inconſiderate in me, and dangerous for 
the King's ſervice, to engage in operations in 
the Upper Cheſapeak, I thought it incum- 
bent upon me to take effectual meaſures, to 
enable me to obey ſo explioſt an ord 
out loſs of time. To this end; as I could 
not diſcover in your inſtructions to General 
Phillips, or in your paper, containing ſub- 
ſtance of private converſations with him, or 
in your diſpatches to me, any earneſtneſs for 
immediately ſecuring a harbour for line-of- 
battle ſhips, I thought myſelf under the ne- 
ceſſity of being content with the poſt at Portſ: 
mouth, ſuch as it was; for I did not imagine 
myſelf at liberty to exerciſe any diſcretionary 
power, by changing that poſt for another, 
which I knew would have required fo great 


a * of the troops under my command, for 
many 


— 


1 8). 
many weeks, for the purpoſes of covering; 
| ſubſiſting and fortifying it, that any offen- 
five or defenſive plans of your's, which de- 
_ pended upon material reinforcement from 
hence, might thereby have been totally frys 
ſtrated. My reſolution to paſs James River 
vas Juſt executed; when 1 received your dif= 
patch of the 28th of June, ordering the ex- 
pedition for the attempt upon 7 
That order being likewiſe poſitive, unleſs 1 
was engaged in any important move of my 
own, or in operations in the Upper Cheſapeak, 
I felt a particular ſatis faction, that my des 
eiſion on your firſt order had enabled me to 
comply ſo expeditiouſly with this; and 1 
own, that inſtead of blame, I hoped to have 
merited approbation.—I was clearly convinced, 
when J reccived theſe orders, and I cannot 
yet fee auy cauſe to alter my opinton, that 
having a ſufficient force remaining, for a de- 
fenſive in the poſt that I had reſolved to oc- 
cupy, and for deſultory water expeditions, if 
1 had detained the troops required and ſpeci- 
fied in your firſt, for any other reaſon, than 

| that 


cas 


that of being caged 1 in an important: move 
df my own, or in operations in the Upper 
Cheſapeak ; and if, in the mean time; a 
misfortune had happened at New-York; of 


1 
* 
EY 


had been diſappointed of any material ob- 
je at . my conduct would have 
been highly and deſervedly cenſured. But 1 

acknowledge, 1 never apprehended, even al- 

though it might afterwards appear that the 
danger at New-York was not imminent, nor 
the —_ upon ——— ben N a 


Rivet 12 ſtep no cndifpenkbly debe Br; 
by an obedience of your orders, and for the 
ſafety of the eps; eee under og 
command. e | FETK" 
- *© Your Excellency, after mentioning your 
intention of re- commeneing operation in the 
5 Cheſapeak, about the beginning of October, 
is pleaſed to ſay, that you will then deter- 
mine whether you will act in Virginia, ac- 
cording to my plan, or in the Upper Caen 
peak, i to your own. 
= 
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ho It is true, that it is my opinion; that 
while we keep a naval ſuperiority, Virginia 
is, by its navigable rivers, extremely acceſ- 
fſible; and that if we have force to accom- 
pliſh it/ the reduction of the province. would 
be of great advantage to England, on ac- 
count of the value of its trade, the blow that 
it would be to the rebels, and as it would 
contribute to the reduction and quiet of the 
Carolinas. But, in my ſubordinate ſituation, 
being unacquainted with the inſtructions of 
Adminiſtration, ignorant of the force at your 
command from other ſervices, and without 
the power of making the neceſſary arrange» 
ments. for execution, I can only offer my 
opinions for conſideration, certainly not as 
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plans; I am thoroughly. ſenſible, that plans, 
which eſſentially affect the general conduct 
of the war, can only come from your Excel- 
lency, as being in poſſeſſion of the requiſite 
materials for framing them, and of the 
power of arranging the means for their exe- 
cution. But whatever plan you may think 


rer to adopt, for en in the Cheſa- 
9 


k 


K tor » „ | | 
9k I ſhall be moſt ſincerely concerned, if IF 
your Excellency ſhould be ſo circumſtanced, | 
as not to be able to undertake the execution 
of it in perſon ; for the event muſt be of 
great importance to our country, and not 
only the military operations would be beſt 
directed by your ſuperiour abilities, but your 
weight and authority, as commiſſioner, 
might have the happieſt effects in the civil 
and Political regulation of the country; with- 
out which, military ſucceſs would not be at- 
tended with ſolid conſequences. However, 
if your Excellency: ſhould find it neceſſary to 
direct me to undertake the execution of any 
plan, that may be fixed upon by you, I ſhall 
make the beſt uſe in my power af the force 
put under my command; but as my acting 
differently from your ideas or wiſhes, might 
in many inſtances be attended with great de- 
triment to the King's ſervice, I ſhall, if em- 
ployed, hope to be honoured with explicit. 
inſtructions from your Excellency on all 


points that will admit of them. „ 
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I ſhall by the firſt opportunity acquaint 

General Leſlie, that if he can ſpare. troops 
from the ſervice in South Carolina, you wiſh 
them to be ſent, to New Tork 3: but being : 
ignorant of the preſent ſtate of affairs, and 
knowing well, hnce the ſurrender of Charles | 


| Town, the ſeaſons of the year have not oc- 
C.aſioned military inactivity in that quarter, I 
„ cannot judge whether your Excellency may 


expect any Teinforcement-from thence. 
As there appears to be little chance of 


' 8 
| | bo, co-operation from hence with the. troaps in 
| | that province, and as my communication 
with it is extremely precarious, I lubmit it 
| | 10 your Excellency's confideration, whether 
1 it would not be moſt expedient to tranſmit 8 
| . your commands, relating to the affairs A 
=] - —_ country, directly to General Leſlie. 
= II have the honour to be, & c. 
= n (Signed) TEL 64.6 ' CORNWALLIS.” 2 
— 1 a 
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0 2 Ne 4 Leiter eg Eart pe to Sir 
Hang Clinton, dated York. Town,.; Vi e, 


3%, and 70 1 Septen er, en 8 
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„I have TER your "letters of 4 wt | 
and 6th. The enempy's fleet has returnetl. 
Two lihe of battle ſhips and one frigatg lie at 
the mouth of this river, and three or four 


line of hattle ſhips, ſeveral frigates and tranſ- * 


ports, went up the bay on the 12th and 14th, 
I hear Waſhington arriyed at Williamſburgh 
on the 14th. Some of his troops embarked 
at head of Elk, and the others N at 
Baltimore on the 12th. | 
ST L had no hopes. « relief, 1 would 


s „ + + 


iſhed works, But as you "ay" Admiral 
Digby is hourly expected, and promiſed 


| at exertion to aſſiſt me, I do not think 


my ſelf 5 


— 
7 1 
. . . ee rt 3 ent eee — 


* ae 


vnyfel juſtifiable in putting the fate of the 
war on ſo deſperate an attempt. _ 
3 examining the tranſports, and turn- 
ing out uſeleſs mouths, my , proviſions will 
laſt at leaſt ſix weeks from this day, if we 
can preſerve them ſrom accidents. The ca- 
valry muſt, I fear, be all loſt. I am of opi- 
nion that you can do me no effectual ſervice 
but by coming directly to this place. 


I haye the honour to be, Kc. 
(Signed) | an CORNWALLIS.” 


& 15th dapper eter Conway, 
of the Cormorant, is juſt exchanged. He 
aſſures me, that ſince the Rhode Ifland 
ſquadron has joined, they have W rde fail 
of the line. | 
& This place 1 is in no ſtate of defence. = 
you cannot relieve me very ſoon, you muſt be 


8 to hear the work.” 
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5 Extract 1 an cep Lite from General 
"Wh aſhington to General Sullivan, dated New 
Windfer, 29th Moy,” hl | 


* 


= You will have ſeen, before the reetipt 
of this, by my public letter to Congreſs of 
the 27th inſtant, the reſult of the delibera- 
tions of the Count De Rochambeau and my- 
ſelf at Weathersfield; that plan, upon the 
matureſt conſideration, and after combining 
all the preſent circumſtances; and future proſ- 
pects, appeared (though precarious) far the 
moſt eligible of any we could poſſibly deviſe, 
while we are inferior at ſea. The object was 
conſidered to be of greater magnitude and 
more within our reach than any other. 
The weakneſs of the garriſon of New York, 
the centrical poſition for drawing together 
men and ſupplies; and the ſpur which an 
attempt againſt tHat place would give to 
every exertion, were among the reaſons 

which 
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which prompted to that undertaking, and 


which promiſed the faireſt proſpect: of ſucceſsʒ 


unleſs the ehemy 1 conſiderable 
Part of their force from. the ſouthward: And 
even in this cafe; the fate meaſure which 
might produce diſappointment i in one quar- 
ter, would certainly, in the event, affotd the 
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Atlin ; Dear Lupd, | DAL ell bnd 13 


be Ll report Prevails, and is 11 by 


ſome, that the enemy are about to quit New. 
Vork altogether; but I, hall withhold my 
opinion of the matter yet a little longer. If 


ſuch an event ſniould take place, it will be an 
evidence in my mind, that they expect mats 
ters are drawing to a concluſion, and that 
they have a mind to get as faſt hold on the 


fouthern ſtates. as poſſible,” OOTY * 
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600 my an er 3 * Gaia 
Waſhington to the Marquis De Ia Fayette, 
dated Head Quarters, New Windfer, | 3 
* 1 «hs 8 | 


05 My Dear 1 5 
« I have received your favours of the 4th, 
$th, 17th, and 18th inftants. Your conduct, 
upon every occation,. meets my approbations 
but in none more ſo than your: refuſal to 
hold a correſpondence with Arnold. By an 
account which 1 have received from New 
York, General Robertſon goes to ſucceed 
General Phillips. You may have ſomething 
to apprehend from his age and experience, 
but not much from his activity. 5 

K In a letter which I-writ to Baron Steu- 
has. on the 16th inſtant, I defired him to 
inform you, as I did · not know at that time 
where you might be; that I had good reaſon 
to believe a detachment of between 1 500 or 
2000 men had failed from New York a few 
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days before. I now have it confirmed, and 
T think Yau may either lool for them in on 


peak, or farther fouthward. 


* Your determination to avoid an EN gage- 
ment with your preſent force, is certainly 


judicious. 1 hope the Penſylvanians have 


began their march before this, but I have no 
intormation of it. General Wayne has been A 


preſſed, both by Congreſs and the Board of - 
War, to make as much expedition as poſ- 
fible; and extraordinary powers are given 
him to enable him to procure proviſions. 


Upon your information that Colonel 
Voſe wiſhed to return to the northward, I 


| ordered Colonel Tupper to relieve him, and 


he had ſat out before your letter of · the 4th, 
reached me. | | 
[ Private. ] 

% We have rumours, but I cannot fay 

they are well founded ; that the enemy are 

about to quit New York altogether ; ſhould 

they do this, we muſt follow them of ne- 


ceſſity; 3 as they ce can have no other "view than eng 
deau- 


( 19 ) 
deauouring to fiene and. ſecure the fouthern 
ſtates; if not to hold them finally, to make 
them the means of an advantageous negociation of 
peace. 8 
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